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HIGHLIGHTS 
October 3-9, 2004 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


C old air swept into the Midwest from October 2-5, 
resulting in season-ending freezes across the 
northern Corn Belt. Although the freezes were roughly 
on schedule or only a few days earlier than the normal first 
freeze dates, some late-maturing corn and soybeans were 
vulnerable. Specifically, the percentage of corn that had 
not reached the dent stage by October 3, according to 
USDA/NASS, was 25 percent (%) in Wisconsin, 20% in 
North Dakota, 11% in Michigan, and 5% in Minnesota. 
Similarly, the percentage of fields with soybean leaves still 
completely green included 12% in Wisconsin, 11% in 
Michigan, and 5% in North Dakota. Many of the crops 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Crop Moisture 
SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE 
OCT 9, 2004 
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Ge 01 Drought - Moderate A= Agicuttural (crops, pastures, 
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions comes V Beas sapiens Con = | 


Released Thursday, October 7, 2004 
http:#drought.unl edu/dm Author: Michael Hayes, NOMC 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
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(Continued from front cover) 
susceptible to the early- 
October freezes were those 
planted after heavy rains 
slowed Midwestern fieldwork 
during the last 3 weeks of 
May. Meanwhile, locally 
heavy rainfall continued for a 
third consecutive week across 
the South-Central United 
States, including the southern 
High Plains, increasing cotton 
quality concerns and 
hampering winter wheat 
planting and summer crop 
harvesting. Showers briefly 
spread as far north as the 
Midwest after midweek, 
temporarily slowing 
fieldwork. Farther south, 
Tropical Storm Matthew 
formed on Friday over the 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


OCT 3 - 9, 2004 
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western Gulf of Mexico and 

moved northward, reaching the Louisiana coast on Sunday 
morning, October 10. Matthew, a minimal tropical storm at 
landfall, sparked heavy rainfall and local flooding in the central 
Gulf Coast region The interaction between Matthew’s 
remnants and a disturbance approaching from the west resulted 
in heavy showers across the southeastern Plains and the 
middle Mississippi Valley, slowing harvesting but aiding 
pastures stressed by 6 weeks of dry weather. Elsewhere, 
significant precipitation was confined to the southern Rockies 
and the Pacific Northwest. Meanwhile, warm weather and 
scattered showers across the interior Northwest promoted 
winter wheat emergence and establishment. In contrast, 
concerns on the northern High Plains with respect to pastures 
and winter wheat included long-term drought and subsoil 
moisture shortages. 


Early in the week, warm weather prevailed in the Gulf Coast 
region, while more than a dozen daily-record lows were set or 
tied across the Midwest. In western Florida, Panama City 
tallied three consecutive daily-record highs (90, 92, and 91°F) 
from October 2-4. Farther north, lows dipped to 30°F in 
Springfield, IL, on October 3 and 5, breaking daily records on 
both dates. In North Dakota, records for October 4 were 
established in locations such as Williston (19°F) and Fargo 
(22°F). A day later, records included 25°F in Flint, MI, and 
28°F in Lincoln, IL. However, record warmth returned to parts 
of the Midwest by October 7, when Alpena, MI (80°F), posted 
a daily-record high. Warmth also overspread the Northwest, 
where Pendleton, OR (86°F on October 8), collected a daily- 
record high. 


Minimal Tropical Storm Matthew moved ashore near Houma, 
LA, on October 10. In southeastern Louisiana, 7-day rainfall 
totals from October 4-10 included 17.82 inches in Reserve and 
14.88 inches in Galliano. Elsewhere in Louisiana, October 8- 
10 rainfall totaled 7.50 inches in New Orleans and 7.42 inches 
in Baton Rouge. Farther north, October 7-11 totals reached 
6.05 inches in Tulsa, OK, and 5.16 inches in Little Rock, AR. 


Meanwhile, San Angelo, TX, received measurable 
precipitation—totaling 3.22 inches—on 9 consecutive days from 
September 30 - October 8. San Angelo’s streak tied its all-time 
record set from September 12-20, 1991, when 4.77 inches fell. 
By week’s end, San Angelo’s year-to-date rainfall reached 
22.99 inches, surpassing its normal annual rainfall of 20.91 
inches for the first time since 1997. San Angelo’s 6-year 
precipitation deficit from 1998-2003 was 31.07 inches. 


Elsewhere, scattered daily-record totals included 1.07 inches (on 
October 6) in Goodland, KS; 2.78 inches (on October 6) in 
Melbourne, FL; 1.70 inches (on October 8) in Bellingham, 
WA, and 0.51 inch (on October 9) in Lewiston, ID. 
Goodland’s daily sum exceeded its normal October rainfall of 
1.05 inches. Farther east, Louisville, KY, netted rainfall 
totaling 0.23 inch on October 12, ending its longest dry spell on 
record. Louisville’s spell without measurable precipitation 
spanned 39 days from September 3 - October 11, surpassing its 
record of 36 days established from September 20 - October 25, 
1953 Meanwhile in the Great Salt Lake Desert of 
northwestern Utah, Wendover netted less than half of its 
normal annual precipitation for the fourth consecutive water year 
(October 1 - September 30). Wendover received just 2.26 
inches (47 percent of normal) from October 2003 - September 
2004. 


Some heavy showers developed across the western Hawaiian 
islands by midweek, but little or no rain was reported farther 
east. On Kauai, Lihue measured a daily-record total of 1.16 
inches on October 7. Two days later, daily-record highs reached 
92°F at both Kahului, Maui, and Honolulu, Oahu. Meanwhile, 
mild weather returned to Alaska, although heavy rain persisted 
in the southeastern part of the State. Weekly temperatures 
averaged at least 5°F above normal across the northern two- 
thirds of Alaska. From October 1-10, Alaskan precipitation 
totals ranged from 0.02 inch (4 percent of normal) in McGrath 
to 11.96 inches (147 percent) in Yakutat. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 9, 2004 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATESTIN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Sep 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep1 
TOTAL, IN, 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 
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BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 

YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER INTL 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CiTy 
GOODLAND 71 
TOPEKA 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 


ow 
ce.) 
© 

© 

Nn 


- 
~~ 
Qa 
a 

8 


a 
& : 
~ 
a 
@ 
oe 


w 
o 

“4 

& 
eoo°o 
“fon 
> ® => @ 


N & 
NY & 
- 
os 
oo 
7” & 
© 
> 


° 

°o 

= ¢ 
US) 
© 
nN 


NN 
wn 
~=—=NNOwWSs 
van vn oOo = 
& O22 @h 
oe 
Oo 


nN 
© 
is) 


nN 
° 
® 

re) 

oa 


Nw 
ao 
oo 
Qn 
On 
eo 
oo 


Ny 


© 


pe 
i) 

w 

N 


a) 
Mt 
wo 


nwa 

NMNON 
oo 
eo 


uo 
NM 
~ 


Ww 

& 
© 
& 


w 
ra) 
+N NBN & 
2140 © © ” 
S2OKBAN A © 
P7[7C9 AOC OOO Fk OHM CFC ONDMANDOCCOOC ONO 


*NWOR- 
© 
be 
-~-cceo00900 FCF OeFC Fo COCO COO OmND FCC OOOH OOOOH oOo 


3 
1 
3 
5 
4 
6 
1 
6 
6 
2 
1 
0 
0 
Q 
3 
3 
it) 
it) 
0 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
it) 
0 
4 
5 
3 
6 
1 


-“O-occoc0coo 


os 
N= © 


& 
bod bob HKHHKHOHKHHSS 
~ Ny ® 
ro.) oo 
coos: 
ceo 
Bon 
“~NOO- 


°o 


w™nNOoosd 
“Nu6os 

~NN > 
8Snss 


© 
eooo9o 


s“OQO-~NOAN 


a @ 
ow “ 
S&a&s82 


nNne 


*-ooo-0 000 0O0c¢ 


Io 


~os oN 4 


NWN WWNNNWHONONNNWNOHW OCOMOWMNWOOWD 


“~“WONGCON ANH OY 



































DSO STONONONFKONONNKRA BRK HBO GCGCGCC FCCC eOOCeCeCeCeCoOeoO Oooo Ook oOH# BOO OND OCA AOe OOO COO CO OMwWeOOaNoOC OOo Oo 


oer -ocoqococeoncocoocoocoeceos+++-+" 0+ 0400 0+000 000 #00 0+0 


ooooocoocooocece eoo oc COCO eoOeoOoOOoOeoOeoOONN COCO COCO Ooo HN 


nN 



































*** Not Available 





October 13, 2004 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 
Weather Data for the Week Ending October 9, 2004 
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TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION MIDITY, - slain 











STATES 
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STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAX/IMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
FROM NORMAL 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 


TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 


GREATEST IN 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Sep1 


EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN 
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=f] FROM NORMAL 
24-HOUR, IN 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
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WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
KALISPELL 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION 











STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN 
3 on saa TOTAM, 
SSRSSBSteeese2g2 SINCE Sep1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
we AVERAGE 
“ MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
.50 INCH 
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TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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*** Not Available 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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September Weather and Crop Summary 





Weather 





Weather summary provided by USDA/WAOB 


The Atlantic Basin remained a breeding ground for hurricane activity from 
late August through mid-September, spawning Hurricanes Frances, Ivan, 
Jeanne, and Karl. The first three of those hurricanes struck the eastern 
United States, and Frances and Jeanne made landfall in the same location 
along Florida’s east coast just 3 weeks apart. Direct hurricane strikes on 
Florida by Charley (August 13), Frances (September 4-5), and Jeanne 
(September 25-26) marked the first triple hurricane blow to one state in a 
single season since 1964, when Florida endured landfalls from Hurricanes 
Cleo, Dora, and Isbell in a 7-week span. In addition, Ivan made landfall 
on September 16 near Gulf Shores, AL, blasting southern Alabama and 
western Florida with high winds, heavy rain, and a large storm surge. The 
remnants of Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne all moved northward across the 
East, resulting in monthly rainfall totals in excess of 2 feet at some 
locations in the southern Appalachians and causing widespread flooding 
as far north as the northern Mid-Atlantic States. In parts of Alabama, 
Georgia, and western Florida, the storms battered open-boll cotton and 
hampered fieldwork, including peanut harvesting. 


Farther west, a band of September dryness prevailed from the western and 
central Gulf Coast States northeastward across the middle Mississippi 
Valley and into the Great Lakes region. The dry conditions promoted crop 
maturation and harvesting, but stressed pastures and late-developing 
summer crops. Meanwhile, a second band of wet weather stretched from 
the southern Rockies and southern High Plains northeastward into the 
upper Midwest. Although September rain in the nation’s mid-section was 
generally beneficial for maturing summer crops and newly planted winter 
wheat, excessively wet conditions developed toward month’s end on the 
southern High Plains. In western Texas, late-September downpours halted 
fieldwork and increased concerns about the quality of open-boll cotton. 
Farther west, the remnants of eastern Pacific Hurricane Javier contributed 
to wetter-than-normal weather in the Four Comers region. Southwestern 
showers boosted topsoil moisture and aided pastures but provided only 
limited relief from long-term drought. Meanwhile in the Northwest, 
scattered showers and near-normal temperatures maintained generally 
favorable conditions for emerging winter grains. In contrast, sub-soil 
moisture shortages on the northern High Plains remained a concern with 
respect to winter wheat establishment and pasture conditions. Across the 
northem Com Belt, September warmth helped to push summer crops 
toward maturity prior to growing season-ending freezes from October 2-5 

Nevertheless, some developmentally delayed crops remained vulnerable 
to the early-October cold outbreak. The percentage of corn that had not 
reached the dent stage by October 3, according to USDA/NASS, was 25 
percent (%) in Wisconsin, 20% in North Dakota, 11% in Michigan, and 
5% in Minnesota. The percentage of fields with soybean leaves still 
completely green included 12% in Wisconsin, 11% in Michigan, and 5% 
in North Dakota. 


Preliminary estimates from the National Hurricane Center indicated that 
the Southeast endured landfalls from a category 4, a category 2, and two 
category 3 hurricanes. Charley struck near Port Charlotte, FL, with 
maximum sustained winds near 145 m.p.h.; Frances and Jeanne moved 
ashore on Florida’s east coast near the St. Lucie-Martin County line with 
sustained winds near 105 and 120 m.p.h., respectively. Ivan, a strong 
category 3 storm at landfall, surged inland near Gulf Shores, AL, with 
maximum sustained winds near 130 m.p.h. Both Frances and Ivan were 
unusual for their prolific tornado outbreaks across the southern and middle 
Atlantic regions. Preliminary tallies from the Storm Prediction Center 
indicated that Frances spawned 108 tornadoes from September 4-8 and 
that Ivan was responsible for 111 tornadoes from September 15-17. The 
only Atlantic tropical system on record to spawn more tornadoes in the 
United States was Beulah, with was responsible for 115 Texas tornadoes 
in September 1967. Largely due to Frances and Ivan, SPC’s preliminary 
monthly tally of 247 tornadoes surpassed the Nation’s September 1967 
record of 139. 


While chuming across the Caribbean Sea southeast of Grand Cayman, 
Ivan became the sixth most powerful tropical system in Atlantic basin 
history. Ivan’s central pressure fell to 910 millibars (26.87 inches of 
mercury), behind Gilbert (888 mb in 1988), the Labor Day hurricane (892 
mb in 1935), Allen (899 mb in 1980), Camille (905 mb in 1969), and 





Mitch (905 mb in 1998). Prior to reaching Florida, Jeanne made landfall 
near Yabucoa, PR, on September 15, with maximum sustained winds near 
70 m.p.h. From September 13-18, rainfall totaled 12.19 inches at the 
airport on St. Thomas, in the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 6.93 inches in San 
Juan, PR, where the September 15 peak gust was 71 m.p.h. Elsewhere on 
Puerto Rico, Aibonito netted 15 inches of rain in a 24-hour period on 
September 15-16. Jeanne later contributed to devastating floods in parts 
of Hispaniola. 


Frances and Ivan left nearly identical rainfall footprints just 9 days apart 
from the central and southern Appalachians into the middle Ohio Valley 
and the northern Mid-Atlantic region, causing widespread flooding. In 
western Pennsylvania, Ivan resulted in Pittsburgh’s wettest day on record 
(5.95 inches on September 17), breaking the record set by Frances (3.60 
inches on September 8). Prior to this year, Pittsburgh’s wettest day was 
August 21, 1888, when 3.57 inches fell. Examples of flooding along the 
Ohio River included a preliminary September 19 crest 8.37 feet above 
flood stage at Marietta, Ohio. Farther downstream, the Ohio River at 
Racine Locks and Dam climbed to 48.8 feet (10.8 feet above flood stage) 
on the morning of September 19, eclipsing the gauge’s high-water mark 
during the last 30 years (48.2 feet on February 27, 1979). On the other 
side of the Appalachians, major flooding occurred in Ivan’s wake at some 
points along the Delaware and Susquehanna Rivers. Flooding along the 
Delaware River was generally the worst since August 1955, while 
flooding along the Susquehanna River was comparable to the January 
1996 event. On September 19, the Delaware River at Easton, PA, crested 
11.45 feet above the 22-foot flood stage. The Susquehanna River at 
Bloomsburg, PA, crested 8.0 feet above the 19-foot flood stage and 0.1 
foot above the peak level observed in January 1996. Mercifully, most of 
Jeanne’s heaviest rain fell farther east, soaking the eastern slopes of the 
Appalachians but largely bypassing the Ohio Valley and the Appalachian 
highlands. Nevertheless, monthly streamflow at the mouth of the 
Susquehanna averaged 113,800 cubic feet per second (cfs), according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey, shattering the September 1975 record of 
81,700 cfs. During September, streamflow into the Chesapeake Bay 
averaged 116.2 billion gallons per day (bgd), or 430% of normal, capping 
one of the wettest water years on record. Streamflow averaged 74.9 bed 
from October 2003 - September 2004, behind only 78.2 bgd in 1971-72 
and 76.2 bgd in 2002-03. By comparison, the drought year of 2001-02 
featured an average Chesapeake Bay inflow of just 8.3 bgd 


West Palm Beach, FL, recorded its wettest month ever, measuring 29.40 
inches (363% of normal). More than three-quarters (22.66 inches) of the 
rain was directly attributable to Hurricanes Frances (13.56 inches from 
September 3-5) and Jeanne (9.10 inches from September 25-26) 

September precipitation records were established in many Eastern 
locations, including Daytona Beach, FL (16.46 inches, or 249% of 
normal), Asheville, NC (13.71 inches, or 369%), Macon, GA (12.66 
inches, or 388%), and Huntington, WV (8.95 inches, or 320%). Storm- 
total rainfall associated with Jeanne reached 15.44 inches near Suwannee 
(Levy County), FL, and 16.63 inches in Edgemont (Avery County), NC. 
On September 15-16, Ivan dropped 17.76 inches of rain on Eglin Air 
Force Base in Valparaiso, FL. Birmingham, AL, received 9.75 inches of 
rain on September 16, breaking its 24-hour record of 8.84 inches on July 
6-7, 1916. 


Record-High Monthly Precipitation (Inches) 
Location Total Previous Month, Year 
W. Palm Beach, FL 29.40 24.86 in September 1960 
Spencer, IA 14.10 12.13 in August 1975 
Asheville, NC 13.71 11.28 in August 1967 





Record-High September Precipitation (Inches) 
Location Total Normal Previous Record 
W. Palm Beach, FL 29.40 8.10 24.86 in 1960 
Tifton, GA 18.34 3.47 12.01 in 1924 
Daytona Beach, FL 16.46 6.61 16.11 in 2001 
Valdosta, GA 15.55 n/a 8.56 in 1953 
Spencer, IA 14.10 2.70 12.00 in 1938 
Asheville, NC 13.71 3.72 9.12 in 1977 
Macon, GA 12.66 3.26 12.30 in 1924 
Athens, GA 11.84 3.53 10.30 in 1989 
Roanoke, VA 11.72 3.85 11.09 in 1987 
Columbus, GA 9.47 3.07 6.94 in 1951 








10 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


October 13, 2004 





Location Total Normal 
Huntington, WV 8.95 2.80 
Bluefield, WV 8.56 3.21 
Charleston, WV 7.69 3.45 
Anchorage, AK 7.35 2.87 
Youngstown, OH 6.67 3.89 
Laramie, WY 3.03 0.99 


Previous Record 
8.90 in 1950 
not available 
7.61 in 1971 
6.64 in 1990 
6.35 in 1996 
3.03 in 1965 


Farther west, however, September was extremely dry from the western and 
central Gulf Coast States northeastward into the Great Lakes region. 
September rainfall totaled only 0.09 inch (3% of normal) in Louisville, 
KY, marking its second-driest month on record behind 0.07 inch in 
October 1908. With a monthly total of 0.03 inch (1% of normal) in 
Jonesboro, AR, it was the driest September since no rain fell in 1897. In 
Illinois, the 0.24-inch monthly total in Springfield was 8% ofnormal and 
represented its third-lowest September sum on record. It was the second- 
driest September behind 1979 in Muskegon, Michigan, where the 0.22- 
inch total was 6% of normal. Elsewhere in Michigan, Detroit measured 
0.22 inches on October 2, ending a 23-day spell (September 9 - October 
1) without a drop of rain. It was Detroit’s longest dry spell on record, 
surpassing a 22-day streak established from September 2-23, 1908. 
Warmth accompanied dryness in the Great Lakes region, resulting in the 
warmest September on record in Marquette, MI (61.8°F, or 7.6°F above 
normal). A few Midwestern locations, including Sioux Falls, SD, had a 
higher average temperature in September than August for the first time 
since 1908. Farther south, high temperatures in Little Rock, AR, reached 
or exceeded 80°F on each day during September for the first time since 
1933. 


Record-Low September Precipitation (Inches) 

Location Total Normal Previous Record 
Fresno, CA 0.00 0.26 several occasions 
Santa Maria, CA 0.00 0.31 several occasions 
Campo, CA 0.00 0.40 several occasions 
Santa Barbara, CA 0.00 0.42 several occasions 
West Plains, MO 0.01 4.02 0.17 in 1976 
Kahului, HI] 0.02 0.39 0.02 in 2002 
Paducah, KY 0.02 3.56 0.12 in 1983 
Evansville, IN 0.09 2.99 0.25 in 1928 
Louisville, KY 0.09 3.05 0.27 in 1953 
Vichy-Rolla, MO 0.35 3.48 0.46 in 1963 
Naples, FL 2.95 8.11 3.36 in 1997 





During the last 6 days of the month, 5.06 inches of rain soaked Lubbock, 
TX, boosting its January-September total to 23.58 inches (151% of 
normal). Only 8.83 inches fell in Lubbock during all of 2003, marking its 
second-driest year on record. Elsewhere in Texas, San Angelo’s year-to- 
date rainfall surpassed its annual normal of 20.91 inches on October 6, 
ensuring its first wetter-than-normal year since 1997. Early-autumn 
wetness extended northeastward across parts of the central Plains and 
upper Midwest, where Sisseton, SD (6.51 inches, or 334% of normal), 
completed its wettest September, and Spencer, IA (14.10 inches, or 
522%), closed its wettest month on record. Record-setting September 
wetness was also observed in Laramie, WY, where the 3.03-inch monthly 
total was 306% of normal. In Colorado, Denver completed a 4-month 
streak of above-normal monthly precipitation totals for the first time since 
April-July 1995. However, long-term drought persisted on the northern 
High Plains, where Billings, MT, came to the end of its fifth consecutive 
drier-than-normal water year. Billings’ October-September precipitation 
totaled 11.54 inches (79% of normal), leaving its October 1999 - 
September 2004 sum at 50.09 inches (68%). Meanwhile in the Great Salt 
Lake Desert of northwestem Utah, Wendover netted less than half of its 
normal annual precipitation for the fourth consecutive water year. 
Wendover received just 2.26 inches (47% of normal) from October 2003 - 


September 2004. 


The remnants of eastern Pacific Hurricane Javier, which dissipated less 
than 200 miles southwest of E) Paso, TX, on the night of September 19- 
20, helped to put a small dent in multi-year precipitation deficits across the 
Southwest. In Arizona, the Grand Canyon Airport netted 3.30 inches in 
a 48-hour period from September 18-20, representing exactly 20% of its 
normal annual total. Precipitation elsewhere in the West was generally 
patchy, although impressive totals were noted in the northern and central 
Rockies. Missoula, MT, noted measurable precipitation on 10 consecutive 
days (totaling 1.57 inches) from September 11-20, tying its September 
record set in 1959. Farther east, 2.92 inches of rain pelted Chadron, NE, 


on September 5, marking its fifth-wettest day on record and wettest day 
since 4.40 inches fell on September 18, 1986. Chadron’s monthly total 
was 5.15 inches, 358% of normal. 


During the last 5 days of the month, rainfall totaled 2.32 inches in Hilo, 
on the Big Island, following just 3.37 inches during the first 25 days of 
September. Meanwhile on Maui, Kahului noted its driest September on 
record. Kahului’s September total of 0.02 inch (5% of normal) tied its 
2002 standard. Showers were more numerous but not necessarily heavier 
across the western Hawaiian islands, where Lihue, Kauai, received 
measurable rainfall on 26 of the first 27 days in September, but reported 
a monthly total of 2.73 inches (101% of normal). A warm period prior to 
September 10 resulted in most of the month’s highest temperatures, 
including daily-record highs in Honolulu, Oahu (92°F on September 8), 
and Kahului (94°F on September 7). 


Cool, wet conditions intensified toward month’s end in Alaska, where 
monthly temperatures averaged as much as 6°F below normal. Fairbanks 
(38.7°F, or 5.8°F below normal) recorded its fourth-coldest September in 
the last century. Elsewhere, late-month snowfall totaled 5.5 inches in 
Bethel and 6.3 inches in Anchorage, breaking September records in both 
locations. With a 7.35-inch month total (256% of normal), Anchorage 
also noted its wettest September on record (previously, 6.64 inches in 
1990). 





Fieldwork 





Fieldwork summary provided by USDA/NASS 


Three hurricanes hit the Southeast during September. On September 5, 
Frances made landfall along Florida’s east coast, with sustained winds of 
over 100 m.p.h. Citrus crops, already damaged by Hurricane Charley in 
August, received additional damage. Ivan hit the Alabama Gulf Coast on 
September 16, causing extensive wind damage to cotton and peanuts in 
southern Alabama and the Florida panhandle. On September 26, Jeanne 
made landfall in almost the same location as Frances 3 weeks earlier, 
dealing yet another blow to Florida’s citrus groves. The three systems, as 
they moved further inland and weakened to tropical storms, followed 
similar tracks between the Appalachians and the East Coast, dumping 
heavy rainfall from Florida to Pennsylvania. Open-boll cotton in the 
southern Atlantic Coast States was particularly vulnerable to the excessive 
rainfall, with significant crop condition declines in Georgia and South 
Carolina. Farther west, conditions were warm and dry across the lower 
and middle Mississippi Valley, favoring maturation and harvesting of 
summer crops. In the northern Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the Great 
Plains, where a cool summer had greatly delayed com and soybean 
development, above-normal temperatures prevailed during September but 
hopes for a timely harvest dwindled as progress remained well behind 
normal. Cool, dry weather prevailed across the southern Great Plains 
early in the month, favoring winter wheat planting. However, conditions 
were warmer and wetter after midmonth, aiding winter wheat emergence 
but slowing harvest of summer crops. Temperatures were mostly below 
normal, often dropping below freezing, in the Rocky Mountain States, 
where heavy precipitation, including some snow, helped to replenish soil 
moisture. Dry conditions prevailed along the West Coast for most of the 
month, encouraging fieldwork and harvest activities. 


Ninety-five percent of the Nation’s corn acreage was at or beyond the 
dough stage on September 12, 2 percentage points behind last year and 
3 points behind normal. Doughing was at or near completion in most 
areas but was well behind normal across the upper Midwest, from the 
Dakotas to Wisconsin. Progress had fallen behind during the summer, 
when below-normal temperatures prevailed in this area, and failed to gain 
ground during September despite warm weather. By October 3, denting 
had reached 97 percent (%) complete, compared with 99% for last year 
and the 5-year average. Again, the crop was well behind the average in 
the northem Great Plains and northem Cor Belt, trailing the normal pace 
by over 2 weeks in Minnesota and Wisconsin and over 3 weeks in North 
Dakota. At that time, 74% of the crop was mature, 13 points behind last 
year and 15 points behind normal. Only 17% of North Dakota’s crop was 
mature, 73 points behind the 5-year average of 90%. Maturation was 
56 points behind normal in Minnesota, 42 points behind in Wisconsin, 
and 35 points behind in South Dakota. Harvest was 23% complete at 
month’s end, 1 point behind last year and 5 points behind normal. 
Growers in the central and southern Great Plains were over 1 week behind 
normal, mostly due to wet field conditions hampering fieldwork. 
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The sorghum crop turned color 1 week behind the normal 
pace throughout September, ending the month with 92% of 
the acreage at or beyond the coloring stage, compared with 
95% for the 5-year average. At month’s end, 63% of the 
crop was mature, | point behind last year and 15 points 
behind normai. Maturation was over 1 week behind the 
normal pace throughout the Great Plains. As of October 3, 
38% of the acreage had been harvested, over 2 weeks behind 
the average. Texas growers were over 4 weeks behind their 
normal harvest pace, while growers in Kansas, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota were over 2 weeks behind. Only in 
Illinois and Louisiana was harvest progress ahead ofnormal. 


The Nation’s oat crop was 96% harvested on September 19, 
4 points behind last year and 3 points behind normal. 
Though harvest was complete in most States, progress 
lagged well behind the normal pace in Minnesota and North 
Dakota due to below-normal summer temperatures and the 
resulting developmental delays. 


Barley was 96% harvested by September 26, compared with 
100% last year and 98% for the 5-year average. 
Development was delayed in the easternmost part of the 
major growing area due to the mild summer temperatures. 
Harvest progress was 3 weeks behind in Minnesota and 
1 week behind in North Dakota. 


Winter wheat planting had begun across the Nation by 
September 26. A week later, 58% of the acreage had been 
planted, 1 point behind last year but 4 points ahead of 
normal. Planting was most advanced in Colorado, at 91% 
complete, followed by Montana and Nebraska, at 86 and 
85% complete, respectively. Meanwhile, emergence also 
progressed ahead of the normal pace, reaching 29% on 
October 3, 1 point ahead of last year and 2 points ahead of 
the 5-year average. Over half of the crop had emerged in 
Colorado and Nebraska. Though emergence was at or near 
normal in most States, Montana’s crop, at 43%, was 
20 points ahead of normal 


The spring wheat crop also developed slowly during the 
summer, delaying harvest. At month’s end, harvest was just 
94% complete, 2 weeks behind normal. Again, the harvest 
delay was mostly due to developmental delays in Minnesota 
and North Dakota, where growers were over 2 weeks behind 
the average harvest pace. 


Over two-thirds of the rice crop was harvested in the 5 weeks 

between August 30 and October 3. At the end of this period, 85% of the 
crop had been harvested, 9 points ahead of last year and 7 points ahead of 
normal. Encouraged by warm, dry weather in all growing areas, harvest 
advanced rapidly. Although Arkansas producers began the month 
6 points behind their normal harvest pace, 3 consecutive weeks of 
20-point advances placed them 2 points ahead of normal by month’s end. 


The soybean crop progressed steadily through the leaf dropping stage, 
advancing from 6% complete on August 29 to 86% complete on 
October 3, the same as last year but 2 points behind normal. Progress was 
farthest behind in the northern Corn Belt, trailing the normal pace by 
22 points in Michigan and Wisconsin, due to planting delays and slow 
summer development. Harvest had begun in all States by month’s end, 
reaching 36% complete nationwide, 5 points ahead of last year and 
4 points ahead of the 5-year average. Harvest progress varied widely, 
from as much as 30 points ahead of normal in Mississippi to 1 week 
behind normal in the Dakotas and Minnesota 


At month’s end, 3% of the sunflower crop had been harvested, compared 
with 15% last year and 11% for the 5-year average. Of the four major 
producing States, harvest had begun in Colorado, Kansas, and South 
Dakota, but North Dakota growers reported no significant progress. Only 
in Colorado was progress ahead of the normal pace, while Kansas and 
South Dakota growers were 16 points behind normal. 


The peanut harvest had begun in all States by September 19. However, 
harvest progress was delayed by heavy rainfall from the three hurricanes 
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that hit the Southeast during September. On October 3, 30% of the 
acreage had been harvested, 3 points behind last year and 5 points behind 
normal. Harvest progress was most delayed in Georgia, where growers 
had harvested just 27% of their acreage, 13 points behind normal. 
Alabama producers’ harvest pace had fallen 14 points behind normal in 
the wake of Ivan but progressed rapidly in the final week of September, 
finishing the month with 44% of their acreage harvested, 3 points behind 
normal 


Bolls opened behind the normal pace for the Nation’s cotton crop. In 
early September, the greatest delays were in the Delta, where 
below-normal August temperatures slowed development. By month’s 
end, however, progress was back to near-normal levels in the Delta, while 
Texas’s crop had slipped to over 2 weeks behind due to cool weather. 
Meanwhile, harvest advanced to 20% complete nationwide, | point ahead 
of last year but 5 points behind normal. Growers in Louisiana, Missouri, 
and Tennessee were 1 week behind their normal pace, while Texas 
producers were 2 weeks behind. In the Atlantic and eastern Gulf Coast 
States, condition of the crop declined as heavy precipitation from 
three hurricanes soaked fields with vulnerable open bolls 


The sugar beet harvest was underway in the four major producing States 
by September 26. A week later, 19% of the acreage had been harvested, 
12 points behind last year and 8 points behind the 5-year average. 
Progress was behind normal in all States, with the greatest delay in 
Michigan, where growers had harvested just 2% of their crop, 23 points 
behind normal, due to warm weather preventing piling. 





0109 Asoujuyesd vo pesog “ f | [ Opp LOujwje.d Uo pesog 
$104402 pecseve’ sendwor : | ] : Veda 4 Sunopues pesosued seindwor 
VVON ‘WJiN3D NOILDIOI8d JivNi> s , » VVON “HIUNI9 NOILIIGI4e JLWANID 


004 0027 
ie Ey 


October 13, 2004 


} 

ROO : { 

/ eee ee Sie VY 

<6 AL ALLPLLI LAY 
VASA {007} PA 
C Ay | LAA 
YAEL one fil, 7, ' 7 

y, Te O84 /, 


Of. 


et 


t 


RSS 


POOZ 4equieydes POOZ 4equiejdes 
DW4ON Wd a4Njosedway aBousay jO dsunjuodag UOIfOFIID@4g [DOLUJON 4O 4UBd4eYG 


OP AsOMu/0.0 VO pesog . rC al OjOP Asoujwjes0 VO pesog 
. f 

ates 

Nis 

4% 7] 


6 s85;7dus05 


c 
& 
2 
Zz 
ao 
2. 
° 
ere 
O 
o 
. 
c 
nal 
i2) 
& 
tet 
cs 
S 
a 
a 
® 
S 


49q wia4dac das 


(S@Yyou\) UoHoOfpIdise 





(4,.) @4NjOsedwa; a 





October 13, 2004 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
September 2004 
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STATES 
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DEPARTURE 
DEPARTURE 
DEPARTURE 
DEPARTURE 


BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
COLD BAY 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 

KING SALMON 
KODIAK 
NOME 





LEXINGTON 
LONDON-CORBIN 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
BANGOR 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 


a 
@ 


COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 


* & & SI DEPARTURE 
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ONAdGeENONN=O0 
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FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 


BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
DETROIT 

FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 

ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 


PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
SAN JUAN 
PROVIDENCE 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
FLORENCE 
GREENVILLE 
MYRTLE BEACH 
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MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 


ABERDEEN 
HURON 
RAPID CITY 


GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 


NOKONUNAMADE NS EWWAWONNAAANNAN 


BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
FT LAUDERDALE 
FT MYERS 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MELBOURNE 
MIAMI 

ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 

ST PETERSBURG 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
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no 


JOPLIN 
KANSAS CITY 
SPRINGFIELD 
ST JOSEPH 

ST LOUIS 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HELENA 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
HASTINGS 
LINCOLN 
MCCOOK 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA/EPPLEY 


SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
JACKSON 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 

AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
COLLEGE STATION 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DALLAS/FT WORTH 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 


hoomw mene Ne ea 44O2 NEN 


LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 


COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 


SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELKO 

ELY 

LAS VEGAS 


aNNADSEUMUNNHCOONNOHAANNYW 


noo 


ob Ob 


as @,00w > 


LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 
HILL CITY 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 


RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
ATLANTIC CITY 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
MINOT 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 


NNS2a eo @ 


WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
WAUSAU 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 


1.85 
1.95 
2.75 
1.28 
-0.04 
-0.24 
1.34 
4.24 
0.37 
9.17 6.37 
3.43 -0.31 
2.87 -0.24 
3.50 0.10 
1.08 -2.00 
0.24 -3.06 
2.43 -1.65 
1.73 0.75 
2.97 1.54 


CONS ENMABDWWNBWWNHHAKRNWNWNOOO = 


LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


JACKSON 
Based on 1971-2000 normals 


1.70 0.56 
2.20 0.82 
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Agricultural Weather Data Compiled by USDA’s Stoneville Field Office 





Weather Data for the Week Ending October 9, 2004 


Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC) 
and the University of Missouri Extension Commercial Agriculture Program. 





TEMPERATURE °F 
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STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
TOTAL, IN 


DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 


GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Sep 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 

50 INCH 
OR MORE 





MISSISSIPPI 
INDIANOLA 1S 
INVERNESS 5E 
LYON 
MACON 
ONWARD 
PERTHSHIRE 
SCOTT 
SIDON 
STARKVILLE 
TUNICA 1W 
VANCE 
VERONA 
STONEMILLE * 

MISSOURI 

NW CORNING 
ALBANY 
ST. JOSEPH 
LINNEUS 
BRUNSWICK 
NOVELTY 
MONROE CITY 
GREEN RIDGE 
AUXVASSE 
SANBORN FIELD 
COLUMBIA 
VERSAILLES 
COOK STATION 
LAMAR 
DELTA 
CHARLESTON 
GLENNONVILLE 
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PORTAGEVILLE DC 
PORTAGEVILLE LF 
STEELE 
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Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB's Stoneville Field Office. * Based on 1971-2000 normals. - Sufficient data not available. 


NW = Northwest; NC = North Central; NE = Northeast; C = Central; EC = East Central; SW = Southwest; SE = Southeast. 


Weather and Crop Summary for the Mississippi Delta: An extended period of favorable harvest weather came to an end toward week's end, when 
the remnants of Tropical Storm Matthew halted fieldwork. Rainfall totaling 1 to 5 inches eased or eliminated short-term dryness. The rain also aided 
pastures and winter crops but increased concems about cotton yields and quality. Prior to the rain’s arrival, some farmers finished cotton harvesting 


and received top-quality grades. 











U.S. Crop Production Highlights 





The following information was released by USDA's Agricultural Statistics Board on October 12, 2004. Forecasts refer to October 1. 


Com production is forecast at 11.6 billion bushels, up 6 percent (%) from last 
month and 15% above 2003. The yield is expected to average 158.4 bushels per 
acre, up 9.0 bushels from September and 16.2 bushels above last year. If 
realized, both production and yield would be the largest on record. The previous 
record for both was set last year when production was estimated at 10.1 billion 
bushels and yield was 142.2 bushels per acre. Yields are forecast at record-high 
levels in all Com Belt States, except Minnesota and Wisconsin. Farmers now 
expect to harvest 73.3 million acres of com for grain, down 66,000 acres from 
September but up 3% from 2003 


Soybean production is forecast at 3.11 billion bushels, up 10% from the 
September forecast and 27% above 2003. If realized, this would be the largest 
U.S. soybean crop on record. The yield is expected to average a record-high 
42.0 bushels per acre, up 3.5 bushels from September. The area for harvest is 
forecast at 74.0 million acres, up 335,000 from September. 


All cotton production is forecast at 21.5 million 480-pound bales, up 3% from 
last month and 18% above last year's 18.3 million bales. Yield is expected to 
average 782 pounds per acre, up 24 pounds from last month and 52 pounds 
from 2003. If realized, both production and yield would be the largest on 


record. Thirteen of the 15 published States are expecting production to remain 
the same or increase from a month ago. Harvested area, at 13.2 million acres, 
is the same as September but up 10% from 2003 


The all orange initial forecast for the 2004-05 season is 10.3 million tons, 
down 20% from last season's utilization. This forecast takes into account fruit 
loss caused by the four hurricanes that affected Florida during August and 
September. Florida's all orange forecast is 176 million boxes (7.92 million 
tons), 27% less than last season's final utilization. Early, midseason, and Navel 
varieties are forecast at 92.0 million boxes (4.14 million tons), 27% below last 
season's final utilization. Valencia oranges are forecast at 84.0 million boxes 
(3.78 million tons), 28% below last season. California's all orange production 
for the 2004-05 season is forecast at 62.0 million boxes, (2.33 million tons), 
19% more than the previous season. The Navel orange forecast is carried 
forward from September at 46.0 million boxes (1.73 million tons) and is 21% 
higher than the 2003-04 season. The initial California Valencia forecast for the 
2004-05 crop is 16.0 million boxes (600,000 tons), 14% above last season. The 
Texas initial forecast for the 2004-05 all orange crop is 1.90 million boxes 
(81,000 tons), up 16% from last season. Arizona's 2004-05 all orange crop is 
440,000 boxes, down 6% from the 2003-04 final utilization. 
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October 4 - 10, 2004 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Above-normal temperatures prevailed across 
most of the Nation, benefiting winter wheat 
emergence and late-season development of 
summer crops. Conditions were mostly dry 
east of the Mississippi River, encouraging 
harvest. Tropical Storm Matthew moved ashore 
in southeastern Louisiana over the weekend, 
bringing heavy rainfall to the Delta, where 
cotton condition improved after several weeks 
of dry weather. Precipitation was more 





HIGHLIGHTS 


moderate in the southern Great Plains, but 
fields remained soggy from heavy rain the 
preceding 2 weeks, hampering field activities 
and causing cotton condition to decline further. 
Brief periods of showers across the western 
Corn Belt and central Great Plains did not 
significantly delay fieldwork. Further west, 
conditions were mostly warm and dry across 
the Rockies, Southwest, and interior areas of 
the Pacific Northwest. 








Corn: Eighty-eight percent of the acreage had reached maturity, 
6 percentage points behind last year and 7 points behind normal. 
Harvest was 34 percent complete, compared with 35 percent last 
year and 39 percent for the 5-year average. The crop advanced 
rapidly to maturity in the northern Corn Belt and northern Great 
Plains under warm, dry conditions, although much of the 
progress was probably due to the killing effect of widespread 
freezing temperatures late in the previous week. Harvest 
progressed steadily in the eastern Corn Belt and Ohio Valley, 
where cool, dry conditions prevailed 


Winter Wheat: Growers had planted 70 percent of their crop, 
1 poimt behind last year but 2 points ahead of normal. 
Emergence had occurred over 44 percent of the acreage, | point 
ahead of last year and 4 points ahead of the average. With 
favorable weather, planting progressed rapidly in the Ohio 
Valley and eastern Com Belt, advancing 33 points in Ohio, 
22 points in Michigan, and 21 points in Illinois. Oregon 
growers, with 60 percent of their crop sown, were 24 points 
ahead of the normal pace. Emergence had begun in all States, 
but was most advanced in Colorado, where one-fourth of the 
crop emerged, bringing the total progress to 80 percent. 


Soybeans: Ninety-four percent of the acreage had reached the 
leaf dropping stage, | point ahead of last year but the same as 
the 5-year average. Producers had harvested 58 percent of their 
acreage, 4 points ahead of last year and 5 points ahead of 
normal. Leaves dropped rapidly in the northern Corn Belt, 
advancing 30 points in Michigan and 22 points in Wisconsin. 
Leaf dropping was 98 percent or more complete across the 
central and western Corn Belt and northern Great Plains 
Harvest progressed rapidly in the northern Great Plains, where 
North and South Dakota growers harvested 39 and 33 percent of 
their acreage, respectively 


Cotton: The open bolls stage advanced to 81 percent complete, 
the same as last year but 9 points behind normal. Harvest, at 
29 percent complete, was 3 points ahead of last year but 4 points 
behind the average. Bolls continued to open slowly, despite 
warm weather in most growing areas. In Texas, where cool 
weather and persistent rainfall have slowed crop progress, bolls 
opened nearly 3 weeks behind the normal pace. Harvest 
progressed steadily across the Southeast and Delta, advancing 
22 points in Missouri, 20 points in Louisiana, and 19 points in 
Alabama and Tennessee. Texas growers harvested only 
1 percent of their acreage, remaining over 2 weeks behind 
normal. 


Sorghum: Ninety-five percent of the crop had turned color, 
3 points ahead of last year but 2 points behind normal. 
Maturation advanced to 74 percent complete, compared with 
70 percent last year and 85 percent for the 5-year average. 
Growers had reaped 44 percent of the crop, | point behind last 
year and 16 points behind normal. Maturation was over | week 
behind normal nationwide and over 2 weeks behind in New 
Mexico and Texas. Harvest progress was over 2 weeks behind 
the normal nationwide pace. Kansas growers were over 2 weeks 
behind the 5-year average, while Texas producers trailed their 
normal harvest pace by 5 weeks. 


Rice: Harvest advanced to 91 percent complete, 5 points ahead 
of last year and 4 points ahead of normal. In California, harvest 
advanced 15 points to 80 percent complete, 16 points ahead of 
normal. Arkansas growers harvested just 5 percent of their 
acreage and slipped slightly behind their normal pace, while all 
other States remained at or ahead of normal. 


Small Grains: The spring wheat harvest reached 98 percent 
complete, 2 points behind last year and | point behind normal. 
Harvest was at or near completion in all States. North Dakota 
growers, with 96 percent of their acreage harvested, were 
3 points behind normal. 


Other Crops: Forty-five percent of the peanut crop had been 
harvested, the same as last year but 3 points behind the 5-year 
average. Oklahoma and Texas growers progressed slowly, 
harvesting just 8 and 4 percent of their acreage, respectively. 
However, harvest progressed more rapidly in the Southeast, 
where mostly warm, dry conditions prevailed. Harvest advanced 
25 points in Alabama, 24 points in North Carolina, and 14 or 
more points elsewhere in the Southeast. 


Sugar beet growers had harvested 41 percent of their acreage, 
8 points behind last year and 13 points behind normal. Progress 
was behind normal in the four major producing States, despite 
advancing 31 points in Minnesota and 30 points in North 
Dakota. Warm weather continued to prevent piling in Michigan, 
as growers slipped to 25 points behind normal. 


The sunflower harvest advanced to 7 percent complete, 
compared with 31 percent last year and 22 percent for the 5-year 
average. Progress was 2 weeks behind normal in Kansas and 
South Dakota. Of the four major producing States, only 
Colorado growers were ahead of the normal pace. 
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Week Ending October 10, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 





Winter Wheat Percent Planted 


Corn Percent Mature 





Oct 10° - Prev Prev 5-Y¥r 
2004 Week Year Avg 


Oct 70° Prev =>. Prev 
2004 Week = Year Avg 


Soybeans Percent Dropping 
Leaves 








AR 7 5 18 


67 40 97 94 


Octi0 Prev Prev 5-¥r 
2004 Week = Year = Avg 





CA 5 8 


99 97 97 98 


AR 82 70 60 70 





co 91 97 


96 91 87 94 


IL 98 93 95 97 





ID 54 81 


94 85 99 99 


IN 95 94 98 





IL 13 28 


98 95 99 939 


LA 96 98 97 





IN 25 31 


95 98 99 


KS 87 94 





KS 52 73 


66 45 80 84 


KY 98 91 





Ml 63 41 


83 36 99 97 


LA 84 87 90 





99 98 99 





52 
MO 22 10 30 
MT $2 86 89 

95 


84 71 91 96 


Mi 97 92 





MN 99 99 





NE 91 85 


100 


MS 95 95 





NC 12 10 17 


41 17 99 97 





OH 58 25 


88 75 73 84 


MO 90 86 87 





NE 98 97 98 





OK 78 66 


93 80 54 68 


NC 51 55 51 





83 52 98 95 


ND 98 





34 
76 
OR 60 a4 50 
SD 87 90 

74 


100 


OH 94 95 97 





™ 68 


100 99 99 100 


sD 





WA 86 87 


45 28 90 84 


™N 83 69 79 





48 Sts 70 7 


18 Sts 88 74 34 35 


wi 84 98 93 





These 18 States planted 91% of last 
year's winter wheat acreage. 








These 18 States planted 92% of last 
year's corn acreage. 


18 Sts 94 93 34 











These 18 States planted 96% of last 
year’s soybean acreage. 








Winter Wheat Percent Emerged 


Corn Percent Harvested 





Soybeans Percent Harvested 





Oct 10 Prev. Prev 5-¥r 
2004 Week Year Avg 


Oct40 Prev: Prev = 5-¥r 
2004: Week Year = Avg 





AR 1 0 6 3 


co 20 12 26 22 


Oct 10: Prev: Prev > -5-¥r 
2004 Week 9 Year = “Avg 








CA rs 0 2 2 


IL 64 ad 43 52 


AR 55 43 32 








co 80 55 67 69 


IN 47 29 21 35 


iL 70 50 57 








iD 24 31 27 


= 
~ 


aN 16 8 27 30 








IL 6 5 7 


KS 64 51 77 75 


81 49 76 








IN 9 7 9 


KY 83 69 74 84 


33 
55 
IN 73 55 37 50 
63 
a4 


52 35 19 








KS 43 43 42 


Mi 13 5 7 15 








Ml 12 14 19 


MN 4 0 33 25 


70 66 60 67 








MO 6 10 


MO 72 64 73 76 


KS 
KY 37 22 22 31 
LA 
MI 


40 16 35 32 








MT 63 39 


NE 19 13 27 36 


42 20 83 70 








NE 71 76 


NC 83 93 80 


MS 95 91 80 68 








NC a 5 


ND 0 28 18 


MO 39 25 








OH 9 10 


OH 11 11 21 








OK 44 


PA 33 20 28 


24 36 
NE 63 37 59 58 
NC 7 3 3 6 








OR 14 16 


sD 3 28 25 


ND 51 12 79 69 








sD 55 


™ 91 92 94 


OH 61 37 37 51 








T™ 36 


™ 74 89 90 


SD 43 10 69 54 








aa 
WA 66 66 


BISIS|R [AIS lol |IB] uo] ¥ [rv ro 


WI 2 18 17 


™N 37 27 19 26 








48 Sts aS 40 


18 Sts 23 35 33 


wi 28 10 45 37 








These 18 States planted 91% of last 
year's winter wheat acreage. 








These 18 States harvested 94% of 
last year's corn acreage. 


18 Sts 58 36 54 53 














These 18 States harvested 96% of 
last year's soybean acreage. 
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Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 











Cotton Percent Bolis Opening Sorghum Percent Coloring Peanuts Percent Harvested 








Oct10 Prev Prev 5-¥r : Oct-40: Prev: Prev 5-¥r Oct40°- Prev Prev 5-¥r 
2004 =: Week: Year: Avg 2004: Week => Year ::-Avg 2004 =: Week => Year. - Avg 
94 89 93 94 AR 100 100 100 100 AL 69 44 70 60 
99 99 99 100 co 94 81 100 96 FL 65 50 76 72 
98 94 90 97 IL 100 100 97 99 GA ag 27 56 56 
95 90 91 93 KS 96 93 95 98 NC 52 28 23 28 
94 90 89 90 LA 100 100 OK 23 15 24 34 

96 89 99 99 MO 100 99 99 100 TX 23 19 8 20 

97 95 97 99 NE 99 97 99 VA 55 41 27 54 

97 88 86 96 NM 67 65 93 95 TSts 45 30 45 48 

NC 99 95 87 91 OK 92 86 94 95 These 7 States harvested 97% of 


OK 87 80 94 92 SD 100 98 last year's peanut acreage. 
91 81 72 83 TX 94 89 84 95 


TN 98 87 87 96 44 Sts 95 92 92 37 
T™ 61 56 68 85 These 11 States planted 97% of last 


VA 95 90 69 81 year’s sorghum acreage. Rice Percent Harvested 
44 Sts 81 76 84 90 


Oct-10: Prev: Prev 5-YF 
These 14 States planted 98% of last 
year's cotton acreage. Sorghum Percent Mature 2004: Week “Year Avg 


90 85 91 91 
Oct 10::> Prev Prev 5-¥r 80 65 54 64 


Cotton Percent Harvested 2004 Week Year Avg 99 98 99 
AR 1700100 = 100 ~—— 100 97 94 31 89 
Oct 10>: Prev Prev 5-¥r co 48 85 70 83 73 79 79 
2004: Week “Year Avg IL 97 86 92 400 400 400 400 
37 18 20 33 KS 68 63 83 & Sts 94 85 86 87 
20 45 14 22 LA These 6 States harvested 100% of 
4 28 31 “4 MO 91 84 $2 last year's rice acreage. 
15 5 6 11 NE 76 88 92 

21 12 20 23 NM 12 41 46 

45 25 67 71 OK 60 78 80 

62 44 56 56 SD 85 96 90 

40 18 23 51 TX 79 66 86 

NC 25 11 6 41 44 Sts 74 79 85 
OK 20 6 15 23 These 11 States planted 97% of last 


sc 23 13 9 20 year's sorghum acreage. 
™ 35 16 21 44 


T™ 21 20 24 31 
VA 7 13 3 14 Sorghum Percent Harvested 


i See: Bere Bei Re Oct10 Prev Prev Sr 
These 14 States harvested 98% of 2004 Week Year Avg 


last year's cotton acreage. AR 95 92 97 97 


co 12 8 27 24 
IL 67 41 11 43 
KS 27 18 26 47 
LA 100 99 
MO 56 47 54 64 
NE 14 9 28 38 
NM 1 0 5 8 
OK 43 38 42 48 
SD 23 5 59 41 
™ 61 59 61 77 
44:Sts ae 38 45 60 
These 11 States harvested 97% of 

last year's sorghum acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 10, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 








Spring Wheat Percent Harvested Soybeans Crop Condition by Cotton Crop Condition by 


Percent Percent 
Oct40 Prev Prev 5-¥r 


G EX VP PF 6 
41 27 1 
54 23 
49 
52 








2004 Week = Year “Avg 

100 100 100 100 AR 
MN 99 95 99 99 IL 
MT 98 95 100 98 IN 
ND 96 91 100 99 IA 
SD 100 100 100 100 KS 
WA 100 100 100 100 KY 
§ Sts $8 94 700 99 LA 
These 6 States harvested 99% of MI 
last year's spring wheat acreage. MN 
MS 
MO 
NE 
Sugarbeets Percent Harvested NC 
ND 
OH 
SD 
TN 
Wi 
48 Sts 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 





ya ae: 
3. 25 42 
a 
Oo. 630 
39-28 
36 








29 





20 





0 
0 
0 
0 
52.18 9 
41 23 2 
34 5 1 17 
41 13 0 21 
6 0 16 
2 
0 
0 
5 
0 
4 
3 
8 























35 42 
21 36 
14 ™ 10 
11 T™ 21 

5 VA 27 
25 44 Sts Zi 
12 Prev Wk 21 
26 Prev Yr 31 
17 
49 
19 

7 Sorghum Crop Condition by 
Percent 
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Oct 10. Prev Prev. 5-Yr 

2004 Week Year 9 Avg 

ID 18 11 18 20 

Mi 5 2 6 30 

MN 55 24 67 66 

ND 56 26 72 75 

4 Sts 43 19 43 54 

These 4 States planted 84% of last 
year’s sugarbeet acreage. 
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Corn Crop Condition by Percent AR 
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Sunflowers Percent Harvested VP 


co 
Oct10 Prev Prev 5-¥r iL 
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2004 Week ‘Year Avg IN 2 

co 27 17 23 19 iA 2 
KS 18 12 33 38 KS 4 
ND 2 0 26 16 KY 4 
SD 9 4 45 34 MI 5 
$Sts z 3 31 22 MN 3 
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last year's sunflower acreage. NE 4 
NC 1 
ND 9 
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Peanuts Crop Condition by 
Percent 
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VA 14 70 
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Pasture and Range Crop Condition by Percent 
Week Ending October 10, 2004 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork was 6.4. Topsoil 18% very short, 
28% short, 47% adequate, 7% surplus. Com 90% harvested, 89% 2003, 91% 
avg. Soybeans 91% dropping leaves, 80% 2003, 80% avg.; 37% harvested, 
13% 2003, 20% avg.; condition 2% very poor, 2% poor, 8% iair, 84% good, 
4% excellent. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 16% poor, 44% fair, 35% good, 2% 
excellent. Livestock condition 0% very poor, 3% poor, 20% fair, 55% good, 
22% excellent. The weather was dry most of the week, allowing harvest of the 
state's row crops to make good progress. 





ALASKA: DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





ARIZONA: Temperatures for the State were above normal for the first week 
of October. Alfalfa condition remains mostly good. Cotton 99% bolls 
opened 99% acreage, the same as 2003, slightly behind the 5-yr avg.; 20% 
harvest 20% acreage, 2003 14%, 22% 5-yr avg. Precipitation was reported at 
2 of the 17 reporting stations, ranging from 0.01 inches in Flagstaff to 0.06 
inches in Winslow. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil 24% very short, 24% 
short, 40% adequate, 12% surplus. Corn 100% harvested, 100% 2003, 99% 
5 year avg. Soybeans 91% yellowing, 82% 2003, 80% 5- yr avg.; 82% 
shedding, 60% 2003, 70% 5- yr avg.; 70% matured, 48% 2003, N/A% 5- yr 
avg.; 55% harvested, 32% 2003, 33% 5- yr avg.; condition: 1% very poor, 7% 
poor, 24% fair, 41 % good, 27% excellent. Sorghum 95% harvested, 97 % 
2003, 97% 5- yr avg. Cotton 98% open bolls, 90% 2003, 97% 5- yr avg.; 43% 
harvested, 31% 2003, 44% 5- yr avg.; condition 0% very poor, 1% poor, 16% 
fair, 43 % good, 40% excellent. Rice 90% harvested, 91% 2003, 91% 5- yr 
avg. Winter wheat 7% planted, 18% 2003, 11% 5-yr avg.; 1% emerged, 6% 
2003, 3% 5-yr avg. Pasture, Range feed 14% very poor, 29% poor, 38% fair, 
15% good, 4% excellent. Dry conditions persisted through Thursday. Rains 
came Friday, remained through the weekend. CROPS: Dry conditions early in 
the week gave producers time to complete corn harvest, make major progress 
toward completing soybean, sorghum, rice, cotton harvest. The week's late 
rains should give farmers an opportunity to speed up planting of winter wheat 
in the coming weeks. LIVESTOCK: Livestock are in overall good condition 


Pasture feeds have improved slightly thanks to the rains received over the 
weekend. 





CALIFORNIA: Soil preparations for planting of small grains and winter 
forage was ongoing. Wheat, oats, barley were planted in many fields. 
Excellent yields were reported for last season's wheat crop in the Tulelake 
Basin. Cotton defoliation continued in most growing districts, bolis continued 
to open. The cotton harvest was gaining momentum with good yields 
observed. Rice harvesting continued, good yields have been reported. Rice 
straw was chopped, baled, or burned in many fields. Excellent yields were 
also reported for harvested sugar beets. Corn was harvested for grain, green 
chop,silage. Other fields showed steady growth, development. Alfalfa 
continued to be harvested for hay, silage, green chop, seed. Overall hay 
quality was good. Maturing fields were irrigated, treated with insecticides, a 
number of new fields were planted. Blackeye bean harvesting progressed at 
a rapid pace due to favorable weather. Harvesting of vineseed, potatoes 
sweet potatoes continued in several areas. This season's raisin harvest was 
nearly complete. A few vineyards still had rolled trays of drying raisins on the 
ground. Harvesting of dried-on-the-vine raisins was ongoing. Some table 
grape growers covered their late maturing varieties with plastic to protect 
against the threat of rain. Wine grape harvesting continued in a few vineyards 
with late season varieties. Harvesting of table grapes also continued. Picking 
of stone fruit varieties remained active in most areas, but was complete in a 
few locations. Varieties harvested included Sweet September and Snow Fall 
peaches, Flavor Fall, Autumn Beauty pluots and plums, Arctic Mist nectarines. 
Pruning, chipping, brush shredding continued in some harvested stone fruit 
orchards, along with irrigation, weed control work. Stumps, brush from 
removed orchards, vineyards were piled to dry. Strawberry plants in the San 
Joaquin Valley were thriving, harvesting was underway in some early fields. 
Strawberry harvesting continued in the central, southern coastal regions. 
Kiwifruit harvesting was in full swing in Northern State. Hosui Asian pears, 
Fuyu persimmons, pomegranates, figs, apples continued to be picked. With 


the Valencia season drawing to a close, packing houses were making repairs 
in preparation for the Navel season. Fall applications of insecticides, foliar 
nutrients were underway in many citrus orchards. Navel oranges were 
maturing well, with most fruit developing color, sizing well. Pummelo picking 
was underway. Satsuma mandarin quality was excellent, with high sugar to 
acid ratios. Harvesting of olives, lemons continued. The almond harvest was 
coming to a close in many areas. Trees were shaken, nuts were swept into 
windrows, picked up, hauled to hullers. Irrigation was underway in many 
harvested orchards, older orchards were being removed. Pistachio harvesting 
operations continued, but was winding down in some areas. Maturing pecan 
orchards promised a healthy crop. Irrigation continued in many orchards. 
Walnut harvesting was ongoing. Fields of maturing fall vegetables, including 
spinach, radicchio, head, romaine, leaf lettuce, were progressing well. 
Irrigation, cultivation, weeding continued as needed. Some tomato, radicchio 
fields were treated with insecticides. Discing, preparations for planting of cool 
season vegetables continued in some areas. New garlic fields were being 
prepared for the next season's crop. Harvesting of fresh market, processing 
tomatoes, cantaloupe, watermelon, honeydew, bell peppers was winding down 
or complete in some districts. Eggplant, freezer lima beans, pickle 
cucumbers, squash, sweet corn harvesting was ongoing. Pumpkin harvesting 
was in full swing. The following vegetables were also harvested: bitter melon, 
bok choy, daikon, gailon, green beans, jujube, kohirabi, lemon grass, long 
beans, moqua, okra, opo, pole cucumbers, sinqua, sugar cane, taro leaf, 
various herbs. Cattle on dry foothill pastures continued to receive 
supplemental feed, particularly in Central State where dry grass was short in 
some areas. A growing number of beef cows were moving to foothill winter 
pastures from higher elevation summer pastures. This was due to depleted 
pastures and drinking water supplies in the mountain areas. Beef fall calving 
continued. Most yearling feeder cattle had been shipped from mountain 
summer pastures. Mild temperatures were beneficial to dairy cow condition 
and milk production. Sheep were grazing on fallow land and in harvested 
cantaloupe and processed tomato fields. A few were moving onto alfalfa 
fields. Feeder lambs continued to arrive in the southern desert for the winter 
alfalfa pasture season. Bees were being placed in sites where blooming 
flowers and weeds were still available. Some bees were moved to winter 
staging areas. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Top soil 6% very short, 23% 
short, 66% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 15% very short, 37% short, 47% 
adequate, 1% surplus. The state enjoyed some much welcomed rain last week 
with a couple areas receiving over two inches of moisture. Temperatures were 
pretty close to the expected normal for the week. Several harvest operations 
were slowed due to the rainfall. Corn silage 94% harvested, 99% 2003, 99% 
avg. Sunflower condition 1% very poor, 1% poor, 16% fair, 56% good 26% 
excellent. Alfalfa hay 3 cutting 94%, 90% 2003, 91% avg.; 4" cutting 49%, 
39% 2003, 44% avg.; condition 1% very poor, 9% poor, 34% fair, 36% good, 
20% excellent. Dry beans 91% cut, 96% 2003, 98% avg.; 67% harvested, 
81% 2003, 88% avg.; condition 8% very poor, 13% poor, 22% fair, 35% good, 
22% excellent. Dry onions 90% harvested, 96% 2003, 88% avg. Summer 
potatoes 87% harvested, 100% 2003, 95% avg.; condition 2% poor, 23% fair, 
65% good, 10% excellent. Fall potatoes 87% harvested, 84% 2003, 83% avg.; 
condition 10% poor, 28% fair, 49% good, 13% excellent. Sugar beets 20% 
harvested, 18% 2003, 14% avg.; condition 20% fair, 58% good, 22% excellent. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 15% short, 79% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 5% short, 85% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Com condition 2% very poor, 4% poor, 17% fair, 51% good, 26% 
excellent; 86% harvested for grain, 73% 2003, 68% avg. Soybean condition 
3% poor, 5% fair, 61% good, 31% excellent; 84% dropping leaves, 39% 2003, 
52% avg.; 11% harvested, 1% 2003, 8% avg. Sorghum 58% harvested, 37% 
2003, 17% avg. Barley 40% planted, 28% 2003, 37% avg. Winter wheat 13% 
planted, 14% 2003, 15% avg. Pasture feed 2% poor, 11% fair, 77% good, 
10% excellent. Other hay 4th cutting 56%, 55% 2003, 55% avg. Alfalfa hay 
4th cutting 78%, 62% 2003, 80% avg.; Sth cutting 9%, 8% 2003, 15% avg. 
Apples 71% harvested, 66% 2003, 78% avg. Hay supplies 7% short,90% 
adequate, 3% short. Fall temperatures arrived in the state last week with 
high’s in the 70's. Corn for silage 93% harvest,86% for grain, well above last 
year, the five-year average. Soybeans are dropping leaves rapidly, farmers 
are tuming their attention to their soybean crop. Harvest is 11% complete. A 
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good amount of harvesting progress was made for alfalfa, other hay. Alfalfa 
hay 5" cutting increased 9% from last week to 9%. Other hay 4" cutting 
increased 17% from 39% to 56% 





FLORIDA: Topsoil 1% very short, 4% short, 55% adequate, 40% surplus. 
Subsoil 1% very short, 4% short, 45% adequate, 50% surplus. Rainfall: traces 
to over 4.00 in., central, southern Peninsula, western Panhandle due to 
Tropical Storm Matthew; elsewhere, traces or less. Temperatures: 1 to 4° 
above normal, major cities. Daytime highs: mostly 80s. Nighttime lows: 60s, 
70s. Some peanuts lost due to over maturity; growers able to get back in 
fields, Live Oak. Peanut digging advanced rapidly; cotton difficult to pick, 
stalks lodged, Jefferson County. Some peanuts not good, sat in saturated 
fields over 2 weeks, Madison County. Haying active. Cotton harvesting 
underway, Santa Rosa County. Strawberries, Plant City: 80 to 90% plastic laid; 
20 to 25% intended acreage transplanted; expected usual progress to lag by 
about 4 to 5 days; growers to market strawberries about mid-November. 
Tomatoes: Harvest active, Quincy; Immokalee to start by early November; 
Palmetto-Ruskin, Immokalee areas planted later than usual due mainly to 
threat, actual effects of recent hurricanes. Pepper, pickle, cucumber harvest 
active, Immokalee. Eggplant harvest to start within 7 to 10 days. Vegetables 
Available: Sweet corn, squash, okra. Citrus areas light rainfall with moderate 
temperature. Growers maintaining middles, ditches to keep water moving; 
mowing, discing to control cover crops; spraying fresh crops. Trees recovering 
from storms; natural color break on early varieties. Packing houses open; 
packing early oranges, grapefruit, tangerines. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 2% 
poor, 66% fair, 25% good, 6% excellent. Cattle condition 55% fair, 35% good, 
10% excellent. Panhandle, north: cattle condition fair to excellent, most in 
good condition; small grain forage planting delayed some locations due to dry 
soil conditions. Land preparation for planting small grain pasture underway, 
Jefferson County. Madison County: warm, dry wind aided grass to grow. 
Central: cattle condition fair to excellent, most in fair condition; range condition 
mostly fair. Flooding preventing land preparation for winter pasture, Union 
County. Southwest: cattle condition fair to good. Statewide: cattle condition 
mostly fair 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 5.9. Soil 9% short, 72% adequate, 
19% surplus. Hay 1% very poor, 7% poor, 37% fair, 52% good, 3% excellent. 
Peanuts 64% dug, 71% 2003, 73% avg. Rye 25% planted, 30% 2003, 28% 
avg. Sorghum 9% poor, 40% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent; 54% harvested for 
grain, 63% 2003, 57% avg. Other small grains 17% planted, 20% 2003, 19% 
avg. Apples 76% harvested, 66% 2003, 69% avg. Pecans 21% very poor, 
35% poor, 28% fair, 16% good; 3% harvested, 4% 2003, 3% avg. Cool, dry 
weather during the week dried the soil in many areas of the State. Drier 
conditions were welcomed by producers that were waiting for fields to resume 
planting, harvesting. Rainfall was limited to mostly light showers in many 
reporting locations. Soil moisture levels were rated as mostly adequate to 
surplus. Soil moisture levels were rated as mostly adequate to surplus. 
Peanut digging, combining gained momentum. However, some equipment was 
still bogged down in wet fields. Cotton defoliation, harvesting continued 
Armyworms in pastures, soybeans declined due to cooler temperatures. 
Soybean, sorghum harvests were slightly behind the five year average. Apple 
harvest made good progress. Pumpkin harvest was underway. Activities, 
Farmers mowed pastures, maintained the routine care of the livestock and 
poultry. 





HAWAII: A weak trough in the northeast kept trade winds weak, limited 
light, scattered showers to windward parts of the State during the first half of 
the past week. A high pressure system in the north strengthened the trade 
winds up until the week end, brought more light showers to windward, 
mountain areas. Banana, papaya orchards were in mostly fair to good 
condition with active harvests. Regular spraying was necessary for di , 
insect control. Vegetable crops made generally good progress with fair to good 
yields. 








IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 13% very short, 32% short, 
55% adequate. Statewide, fall temperatures were above normal, moisture 
reported for the state was scattered. Fall planting is well underway. Apple 
harvest in nearing completion in the south-western part of the state. Favorable 
harvest conditions allowed potato harvest to advance ahead of last year and 
the five-year average. Field corn 6% harvested for grain, 19% 2003, 15% 
avg.; 94% silage, 95% 2003, 90% avg. Onions 93% harvested, 98% 2003, 
89% avg. Potatoes 82% harvested, 79% 2003, 70% avg. Dry beans 98% 
harvested, 97% 2003, 97% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting harvested 96%, 96% 
2003, 97% avg.; 4th cutting harvested 79%, 80% 2003, 77% avg. Irrigation 
Water Supply 15% very poor, 24% poor, 27% fair, 24% good, 10% excellent. 


Activities included: Caring for livestock, fall soil preparation, planting winter 
wheat, harvesting hay, apples, dry beans, onions, sugarbeets, and potatoes. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 18% very short, 38% 
short, 42% adequate, 2% Surplus. Cooler temperatures and below normal 
precipitation prevailed in the state again last week. Some rain temporarily 
slowed harvest activities. In addition to harvest activities, farmers were planting 
wheat, tilling, applying lime, fertilizer, and caring for livestock. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 33% very short, 43% 
short, 23% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 20% very short, 39% short, 41% 
adequate. Farmers had another ideal week to harvest corn, soybeans. Dry, 
dusty field conditions continues to delay winter wheat planting. Hazardous fire 
conditions still a concern to harvesting equipment. Some elevators limit 
deliveries or close early due to record breaking yields, early harvest for corn, 
soybeans. Moisture content of corn harvested is averaging about 17%. 
Moisture content of soybeans harvested is averaging about 10.5%. A few 
producers are feeding small amounts of hay. Winter wheat seeding ahead of 
last year, average. Pastures are deteriorating rapidly. Temperatures 
averaged 5° below to 4° above normal for the week. Frost occurred in many 
areas during the weekend causing significant damage to the double cropped 
soybeans. Precipitation averaged 0.00 to 0.94 inches. Soybeans 93% 
mature, 81% 2003, 89% avg. Pastures 12% very poor, 27% poor, 35% fair, 
23% good, 3% excellent. Livestock are in mostly good condition. Activities: 
Tillage of soils, chopping stalks, cleaning out grain bins, harvesting potatoes, 
popcom, sorting, weaning calves, spreading lime, fertilizer, discing for wheat, 
hauling manure and taking care of livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 13% very short, 25% short, 
58% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 12% very short, 27% short, 57% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Rapid progress was made in harvesting soybeans this 
week. Some producers are winding down and turning to corn harvest in 
earnest, although in parts of the state farmers are waiting to allow corn to field 
dry. Reporters in the southern section of the state indicate conditions are very 
dry. They would like to see some precipitation after harvest but before the 
ground freezes. Other agricultural activities this week included some fall 
tillage and application of fertilizer. Com 94% acreage in mature stage reached 
this week, approximately 8 days behind both last year’s and the 5-year 
average pace of 99% mature harvested for grain or seed was 16%, 5 days 
behind last year’s 27% harvested, 9 days behind the 5-year average of 30 
percent. The average percent moisture of all field corn was 23% while the 
average percent moisture of harvested field corn was 20 percent, Corn lodging 
59% none, 23% light, 15% moderate, 3% heavy, 73% none ear droppage, 
20% light, 6% moderate, 1% heavy. Soybean 81% acreage harvested, ahead 
of last year's pace of 76%, 63% 5-yr avg.; 66% none lodging, 23% light, 10% 
moderate, 1% heavy, 58% none shattering, 24% light, 14% moderate, 4% 
heavy. Fall fertilizer application in preparation for the 2005 season was 5% 
complete statewide. Grain movement from farm to elevator 27% none, 28% 
light, 32% moderate, 13% heavy. Livestock, Pasture, Range Report: Livestock 
are reported to be in good condition. Pasture, range feed 6% very poor, 15 % 
poor, 34% fair, 37% good, 8% excellent 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 4% very short, 18% 
short, 74% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 11% very short, 36% short, 52% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Alfalfa 4th cutting 90%, 71% 2003, 85% avg. Range, 
pasture feeds 6% very poor, 20% poor, 37% fair, 34% good, 3% excellent 
Feed grain supplies 2% very short, 7% short, 79% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Hay, forage supplies 1% very short, 9% short, 74% adequate, 16% surplus. 
Stock water supplies 2% very short, 16% short, 81% adequate, 1% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 29% very short, 39% 
short, 31% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 21% very short, 34% short, 43% 
adequate, 2% surplus Dry conditions, normal temperatures prevailed 
throughout the State.. Corn, soybean harvest are making rapid progress with 
yield indications mostly good to excellent. Burley tobacco not ready for 
stripping 58%, ready for stripping 32%, already stripped 10%. Housed tobacco 
condition 1% very poor, 4% poor, 17% fair, 54% good, 24% excellent. Winter 
wheat 18% seeded, 16% 2003, 18% avg. Range, pasture feed 12% very poor, 
14% poor, 28% fair, 35% good, 11% excellent. Dry conditions have halted 
pasture growth. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil 3% very short, 29% short, 
50% adequate, 18% surplus. Hay 2nd cutting 100%, 99% last week, 99% 
2003, 97% avg. Pecans 6% harvested, 1% last week, 6% 2003, 7% avg. 
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Soybeans 98% turning color, 94% last week, 98% 2003, 98% avg. Sugarcane 
1% very poor, 15% poor, 48% fair, 29% good, 7% excellent; 100% planted, 
99% last week, 99% 2003, 99% avg.; 10% harvested, 3% last week, 14% 
2003, 15% avg. Sweet potatoes 35% harvested, 24% last week, 64% 2003, 
62% avg. Wheat 3% planted, 0% last week, 7% 2003, 9% avg. Livestock 2% 
very poor, 9% poor, 35% fair, 51% good, 3% excellent. Vegetable 10% very 
poor, 21% poor, 42% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. 


(Note: Louisiana's “State Agricultural Summary” for the week ending 
September 26, 2004, published in the September 28, 2004 issue of this 
release, was incorrect. The corrected narrative follows.) 


LOUISIANA (September 26, 2004 - corrected): Days suitable for fieldwork 
6.1. Soil moisture 33% very short, 42% short and 25% adequate. Hay 99% 
second cutting, 97% last week, 99% 2003, 95% avg. Soybeans 88% turning 
color, 78% last week, 81% 2003, 88% avg. Sugarcane 2% very poor, 8% poor, 
43% fair, 35% good, 12% excellent; 97% planted, 95% last week, 95% 2003, 
95% avg; 1% harvested, 0% last week, 4% 2003, 3% avg. Sweet potatoes 
19% harvested, 15% last week, 44% 2003, 41% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 
7% poor, 37% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. Vegetable 7% very poor, 32% 
poor, 43% fair, 18% good. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 11% short, 81% 
adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 3% short, 85% adequate, 9% 
surplus. Corn condition 5% poor, 15% fair, 29% good, 51% excellent; 66% 
harvested for grain, 46% 2003, 56% avg. Soybean condition 2% very poor, 
3% poor, 16% fair, 49% good, 30% excellent; 63% dropping leaves, 38% 
2003, 57% avg.; 13% harvested, 3% 2003, 11% avg. Sorghum 50% 
harvested, 34% 2003, 33% avg. Barley 53% planted, 23% 2003, 43% avg. 
Winter wheat 21% planted, 8% 2003, 15% avg. Pasture feed 7% poor, 26% 
fair, 40% good, 27% excellent. Tobacco 5% stripped, 9% 2003, 4% avg. 
Other hay 4th cutting 63%, 52% 2003, 68% avg. Alfalfa hay 4th cutting 80%, 
53% 2003, 75% avg.; Sth cutting 17%, 5% 2003, 25% avg. Applies 68% 
harvested, 60% 2003, 63% avg. Hay supplies 7% very short, 12% short, 74% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Cooler air temperatures arrived last week with high’s 
in the 70's. Corn for grain harvest is 66% complete, well above last year, the 
five-year average. Corn silage harvest is wrapping up with 95% complete. 
Soybeans are dropping leaves rapidly, harvest is 13% compiete. Planting of 
barley increased 16% from last week to 54%. A good amount of harvesting 
progress was made for alfalfa, other hay. Apple harvest is 68% complete, 
slightly above the five-year average. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Subsoil 20% very short, 46% 
short, 34% adequate, 0% surplus. Corn 96% dent, 99% 2003, 99% avg.; silage 
88% harvested, 91% 2003, 91% avg. Soybeans 97% turning, 100% 2003 
99% avg. Potatoes 74% harvested, NA 2003, NA avg. All hay 3% very poor 
18% poor, 41% fair, 27% good, 11% excellent; 3rd cutting hay 94%, 92% 
2003, 95% avg.; 4th cutting hay 50%, 32% 2003, 51% avg. Dry beans 93% 
harvested, 93% 2003, 80% avg. Apples 67% harvested, NA 2003, NA avg. 
Most areas reported their first killing frost as overnight temperatures dipped 
into twenties. Frost wrapped up growing season for most farmers. 
Temperatures ranged from 2° below normal southwest Lower Peninsula to 3° 
above normal western Upper Peninsula. Continued dry, sunny conditions 
helped dry down field crops, aided harvest progress. Precipitation amounts 
ranged from 0.20 inches southeast Lower Peninsula to 0.99 inches northeast 
Lower Peninsula. The first widespread frost ended growing season for most 
field crops. A few districts could have used a bit more time before frost, most 
areas reported crops mature enough that temperatures didn't adversely affect 
them. Soybean harvest continued. Farmers reported beans with single digit 
moisture levels. Dry weather allowed operators to make good progress. Corn 
harvest moved along. Silage chopping progressed rapidly and combining 
picked up speed. Sugarbeet harvest continued at a moderated pace as 
growers, processors waited for cooler temperatures to facilitate storage. 
Producers also hoping for moisture to soften ground for harvest. Dry bean 
combining moved along rapidly, harvest nearly complete some areas. Wheat 
planting progressed, some growers holding off in hope of rain. Hay harvest 
continued, with third crop nearly wrapped up and fourth cutting over half 
complete. Apple harvest progressed rapidly last week, cold evening 
temperatures throughout region accelerated ripening. Growers Ridge area 
picking Red Delicious, Spy, ida Reds, Jonathan varieties. In Southeast, Ida 
Red, Rome, Fuji, Red Delicious, Crispen, and Northern Spy harvest ongoing. 
Concord grape harvest concluded last week. Harvest of wine varieties neared 
completion. Statewide, most vegetable growing areas hit with their first killing 
frost. Low temperatures brought a halt to vegetable growing season. Operators 
continued to pick late season crops, worked to wrap up harvest of summer 
vegetables. Pumpkin, squash picking moved along as farmers geared up for 
busy fali holiday season. Growers continued to harvest potatoes. Celery 


harvest over 90% completed. Zucchini harvest almost finished. In southeast, 
tomato, cabbage harvest neared completion. Carrot digging moved along. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 0% very short, 2% 
short, 81% adequate, 17% surplus. Corn 27% moisture, 19% 2003, 21% avg.; 
82% silage, 99% 2003, 98% avg Soybeans 83% mature, 99% 2003, 97% 
avg.; 12% moisture, 11% 2003, 12% avg. Canola 99% harvested, 99% 2003, 
99% avg. Potatoes 79% harvested, 84% 2003, 80% avg. Sweet corn 99% 
harvested, 99% 2003, 99% avg. Dry beans 62% harvested, 93% 2003, 86% 
avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% poor, 33% fair, 48% good, 8% excellent. 
Sugarbeets 1% very poor, 2% poor, 23% fair, 62% good, 12% excellent. Dry 
Beans 25% very poor, 16% poor, 36% fair, 21% good, 2% excellent. 
Sunflowers 10% very poor, 18% poor, 41% fair, 30% good, 1% excellent. 
Favorable weather conditions allowed producers to begin harvesting corn. 
Soybean, other fall field crop harvest are progressing well, while conditions 
continue to improve. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil 7% very short, 42% 
short, 42% adequate, 9% surplus. Corn 100% harvested, 99% 2003, 99% avg. 
Cotton 97% open bolls, 97% 2003, 99% avg.; 62% harvested, 56% 2003, 56% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 6% poor, 17% fair, 49% good, 27% excellent. Rice 100% 
mature, 100% 2003, 100% avg,; 97% harvested, 91% 2003, 89% avg. avg. 
Sorghum 100% harvested, 100% 2003, 100% avg. Soybeans 100% tuming 
color, 99% 2003, 98% avg.; 100% shedding leaves, 95% 2003, 95% avg.; 95% 
harvested, 80% 2003, 68% avg. Wheat 10% planted, 38% 2003, 21% avg. 
Hay 98% harvested (Warm Season), 100% 2003, 98% avg. Sweetpotatoes 
64% harvested, 76% 2003, 65% avg. Cattle 5% very poor, 9% poor, 22% fair, 
50% good, 14% excellent. Pasture 17% very poor, 11% poor, 32% fair, 37% 
good, 3% excellent. Rain showers received over the weekend were welcomed 
by state farmers. Harvesting was delayed by the passing showers, is expected 
to resume when crops dry out. Cotton defoliation has been very good this year 
due to low moisture, high temperatures. Summer grass growth has been 
minimal due to the lack of adequate moisture, has resulted in hay, 
supplements being used to satisfy cattle requirements. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 13% very short, 13% 
short, 63% adequate, 11% surplus. Farmers were rapidly harvesting crops 
throughout the State until the rains of October 7 and 8 delayed progress. Com 
in virtually all areas has reached maturity although farmers in some of the 
latest maturing fields are still waiting for the grain to dry further before 
harvesting. Corn harvesting varies from 51% in the northeast district to 99% 
in the southwest, southeast districts. Arrangements for temporary storage on 
the ground have become necessary in a few areas. Soybean maturity ranges 
from 41% in the southwest district to 91% in the northwest. Soybean 
harvesting varies from 26% in the southwest, west-central districts to over 40% 
in the north-central, central, east-central, southeast districts. Sorghum 
harvesting is most advanced in the southeast district at 93%, while the least 
advanced are the northeast district at 19%, the central district at 29%. Wheat 
planting is a few days later than normal in most areas. Pastures 10% very 
poor, 18% poor, 29% fair, 35% good, 8% excellent. More moisture is needed 
in most southern counties to help fall pasture growth, restore water levels in 
stock ponds. Rainfall over the State averaged 1.13 inch. The southeast district 
received the least, at 0.08 inch, while all other districts ranged from 0.74 inch 
in the northwest district to 1.65 inch in the north-central district. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 24% very short, 36% 
short, 38% adequate, 2% surplus, 2003 50% very short, 39% short, 11% 
adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil 39% very short, 34% short, 26% adequate, 1% 
surplus, 2003 65% very short, 29% short, 6% adequate, 0% surplus. The state 
experienced warmer temperatures with very limited precipitation throughout 
the State for the week ending October 10", 2004. Winter wheat 92% seeded, 
63% emerged, 2003 89% and 26%, respectively. Spring wheat 98% 
harvested, 2003 100%. Durum wheat 100% turning color, 92% ripe, 79% 
harvested, 2003 100%, 100%, and 100%,respectively. Oats 99% harvested, 
2003 100%. Sugar beet 31% harvested, condition 9% very poor, 27% poor, 
37% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Corn 83% harvested for silage. Dry bean 
85% harvest, 2003 100%. Potato 64% harvest. Alfalfa, other hay 2nd cuttings 
99% and 88% complete, respectively. Range, pasture feed 17% very poor, 
24% poor, 37% fair, 18% good, 4% excellent, 27% 5-yr avg. 32% poor, 27% 
fair, 13% good, 1% excellent. Movement of cattle, calves from summer ranges 
is currently 55%, 63% 2003. Movement of sheep, lambs from summer ranges 
is currently 56% , 62% 2003. Ranchers have started supplemental feeding for 
cattle, sheep. Four percent of the cattle and 8% of the sheep are being 
supplemental fed. 
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NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 13% very short, 22% 
short, 64% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 35% very short, 28% short, 36% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Temperatures for the week ending October 10, 2004 
averaged from 2° below normals to 4° above normals. Precipitation was 
virtually statewide, but generally light, with amounts ranging to over 1 inch in 
portions of the central, south central. Alfalfa condition 14% very poor, 17% 
poor, 27% fair, 36% good, 6% excellent; 4th cutting 78%, 90% 2003, 88% avg. 
Activities Included: Fall harvest and fall wheat seeding. 





NEVADA: Partly cloudy skies remained common, a few light rains wet 
some areas. Only traces of precipitation were recorded. Temperatures 
averaged above normal for the week statewide. Some late final cutting of 
alfalfa hay continued in the east. Hay shipments were moving to California. 
Corn silage chopping continued. Potato harvest advanced. Onions were being 


taken to packing sheds. Garlic shipping continued. Cattle were being shipped 
to feediots. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for field work 6.8. Topsoil 10% short, 83% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 10% short, 84% adequate, 6% surplus. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 15% poor, 23% fair, 50% good, 11% excellent. Maine 
Potatoes 95% harvested, 90% 2003, 90% avg.; condition excellent/good. 
Massachusetts Potatoes 85% harvested, 70% 2003, 80% avg.; condition 
good. Maine Oats 100% harvested, 99% 2003, 99% avg.; condition excellent. 
Maine Barley 100% harvested, 100% 2003, 99% avg.; condition excellent. 
Field Corn 80% harvested, 80% 2003, 80% avg.; condition good/excellent. 
Sweet Corn 100% harvested, 99% 2003, 99% avg.; condition good/excellent; 
2nd crop Hay harvested 99% , 99% 2003, 99% avg.; condition good/excellent; 
3rd crop hay harvested 85%, 85% 2003, 85% avg.; condition good/excellent. 
Apples 85% harvested, 85% 2003, 80% avg.; condition fair in Maine, 
good/excellent elsewhere. Pears 85% harvested, 75% 2003, 75% avg.; 
condition good/fair. Massachusetts Cranberries 50% harvested, 65% 2003, 
50% avg.; condition good/excellent. A frigid air mass hit the six-State region 
on Tuesday night bringing an end to the growing season in most locations. 
Despite the cooler evening temperatures, daytime conditions were sunny, dry 
allowing operators a chance to finish up with harvest activities. Activities 
lincluded: Applying rye cover on harvested fields; spreading manure; applying 
lime; chopping com; making dry hay; harvesting apples, pears, cranberries, 
potatoes, finished harvest of small grains and sweet corn. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for field work 6.6. Soil 98% adequate, 2% 
surplus. There was no rainfall across most of the state during the week 
Fieldwork included harvesting field corn for grain, soybeans, fruit, vegetables 
Field clean-up continued with pruning peach trees, mowing, removing plastic 
mulch. Planting of fall harvest cover crops was done where conditions 
allowed. Hay, corn silage harvest drew to a close across the state. Pumpkins, 
winter squash are in short supply due to disease problems. In some localities 
in the north, potato plants had to be sprayed to bring rot problems under 
control. Appie harvest continued across the state, there was a report of some 
worm infestation in areas in the south. Cranberry harvest continued. Pastures 


supplied minimal nutrients, which necessitated supplemental feeding for 
livestock. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7 . Topsoil moisture was 4% very 
short, 22% short, 62% adequate and 12% surplus. A generally wet week was 
reported across central and eastern New Mexico with periods of damaging hail 
reported from Albuquerque south to Socorro where hail of near 3 inch 
diameter pounded the city Farmers continued to prepare for fall harvest 
activities with heavy rains delaying harvest of most crops. Alfalfa conditions 
declined as farmers had difficulty getting into their fields due to the wet 
weather. Conditions were reported as 1% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 61% 
good and 1% excellent. The 6" cutting was 65% complete and the 7" was 
19% complete. Cotton conditions declined due to heavy rains and some hail 
damage. Cotton bolls opening were reported at 70%, well behind last years 
average of 88%. Corn was reported in fair to excellent condition with 24% of 
the crop harvested. Sorghum conditions continued to improve, reported in fair 
to excellent condition. Sorghum harvest was just getting started with 67% of 
the crop reported coloring, and 12% mature. Peanut harvest was again 
delayed by rain which could also cause some quality concerns. Wheat was 
reported in fair to excellent condition as planting neared completion and 82% 
of the crop emerged. Ranchers continued to sell calves and prepare for the 
winter as rains have improved pasture conditions tremendously. Cattle 
conditions were reported as 5% poor, 19% fair, 54% good and 22% excellent. 
Sheep conditions were at 13% poor, 28% fair, 49% good and 10% excellent. 
Pasture conditions were reported at 3% very poor, 10% poor, 38% fair, 37% 
good, and 12% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7 . Topsoil 16% surplus, 81% 
adequate, 3% short. Great harvesting weather continued unabated. Many 
areas received the first killing frost of the season during the week. Corn silage 
66% harvest, 2003 64%. Grain corn harvest picked up momentum, advanced 
to 6% finished, 1% ahead of last year. Corn 8% poor condition, 19% fair, 48% 
good, 25% excellent. Soybean harvest was underway and progressed to 16% 
complete. Oat, potato harvesting neared completion and the dry bean harvest 
picked up momentum, reaching 29% harvested, 2003 47%. Grapes 33% poor, 
37% fair, 23% good, 7% excellent condition; 60% harvested, 2003 50%. 
Apples 5% poor, 19% fair, 67% good, 9% excellent; 77% harvested, 2003 
72%. Across the state, growers were busy harvesting apples and grapes. 
Harvest of white wine grapes were underway on Long Island. Good flavor, 
development occurred this year. Harvesting of vegetables continued to wind 
down. Most parts of the state saw their first killing frost. Cabbage, squash 
harvesting neared completion. Pumpkin picking remained very active as 
Halloween nears. Conditions of most vegetable crops remain good. Cooler 
weather, shorter days slowed pasture growth some, though most pastures 
continue to be in good condition. Pasture feeds 6% poor, 29% fair, 48% good, 
17 % excellent. Slowed growth required supplemental feeding for livestock. 
No livestock problems were reported. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 5% short, 84% 
adequate, 11% surplus. Activities Included: Moving cattle to fall pastures, 
defoliating cotton, cutting hay, preparing equipment for winter storage, general 
farm maintenance. The week's weather patten brought cool, dry conditions for 
the State. The dry weather allowed for an increase in small grain plantings, 
harvest activities for late season crops throughout the State. Both corn for 
grain, burley tobacco harvests are nearing completion, with sweet potatoes, 
peanuts, cotton harvests progressing above the 5-year average. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 13% very short, 
17% short, 66% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 17% very short, 19% short, 
59% adequate, 5% surpius. Good harvest progress was made during the week 
due to wamm, dry conditions. Some spring wheat, durum wheat still remained 
to be harvested in the northem districts. Durum wheat 80% combined, 100% 
2003, 97% average. Canola 94% combined, 100% 2003, 99% average. Corn 
for Silage 86% chopped, 99% 2003, 95% average. Dry Edible Beans 75% cut 
or beyond, 99% 2003, 97% avg.; 63% harvested, 96% 2003, 89% average. 
Flaxseed 79% combined, 100% 2003, 96% average. Potatoes 89% dug, 90% 
2003, 91% average. Sunflower 81% bracts turned brown or beyond, 96% 
2003, 96% average. Emerged crop conditions ratings: Dry edible beans 12% 
very poor, 22% poor, 36% fair, 26% good, 4% excellent. Sugarbeets 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 14% fair, 59% good, 25% excellent. Sunflower 3% very poor, 
13% poor, 38% fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. Stockwater supplies 11% very 
short, 22% short, 64% adequate, 3% surplus. Range, pasture feedss 24% 
very poor, 20% poor, 32% fair, 21% good, 3% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for field work 6.8. Topsoil7% very short, 28% short, 
62% adequate, 3% surplus. Alfalfa hay 4" cutting complete 74%, 77% 2003, 
82% avg. Apples 65% harvested (fall), 68% 2003, 69% avg. Corn 88% 
mature, 73% 2003, 84% avg.; 25% harvested for grain, 11% 2003, 21% avg.; 
89% silage harvested, 85% 2003, 91% avg. Grapes 55% harvested, 62% 
2003, 79% avg. Other hay 3™ cutting complete 86%, 93% 2003, 93% avg. 
Potatoes 94% harvested, 95% 2003, 96% avg. Processing tomatoes 94% 
harvested, 98% 2003, 98% avg. Soybeans 94% dropping leaves, 95% 2003, 
97% avg.; 79% mature, 76% 2003, 87% avg. ; 61% harvested, 37% 2003, 
51% avg. Winter wheat 58% planted, 34% 2003, 51% avg.; 9% planted, 2% 
2003, 10% avg. Corn conditions 3% very poor, 7% poor, 19% fair, 46% good, 
25% excellent. Hay conditions 4% very poor, 10% poor, 29% fair, 43% good, 
14% excellent. Livestock conditions 1% very poor, 2% poor, 15% fair, 64% 
good, 18% excellent. Pasture feeds 2% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 48% 
good, 13% excellent. Soybean conditions 4% very poor, 8% poor, 20% fair, 
43% good, 25% excellent. Like the previous two weeks, field conditions were 
ideal for agricultural work this past week. Respondents estimated 6.8 days 
suitable for field work, this was the highest weekly number reported for the 
2004 crop weather reporting season. Many farmers harvested corn, soybeans 
during the week, while others continue baling hay. Producers planted winter 
wheat, harvested squash, pumpkins, and picked apples. Some farmers are 
still cleaning up flood damage after Ivan. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 5% very short, 20% 
short, 62% adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil 11% very short, 25% short, 60% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Oats 79% seedbed prepared, 77% last week, 80% 
2003, 85% avg.; 30% planted, 17% last week, 47% 2003, 35% avg.; 22% 
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emerged, 7% last week, 28% 2002, 18% avg. Rye 92% planted, 86% last 
week, 92% 2003, 78% avg.; 70% emerged, 59% last week, 63% 2003, 53% 
avg. Soybeans 2% poor, 24% fair, 62% good, 12% excellent; 69% mature, 
62% last week, 74% 2003, 78% avg.; 47% harvested, 40% last week, 42% 
2003, 51% avg. Peanuts 86% mature, 84% last week, 91% 2003, 75% avg.; 
23% dug, 15% last week, 24% 2003, 34% avg. Alfalfa hay 2% very poor, 6% 
poor, 28% fair, 51% good, 13% excellent; Sth cutting 78%, 70% last week, 
46% 2003, 44% avg.; 6th cutting 19%, 15% last week, n/a 2003, n/a avg. 
Other hay 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 54% good, 12% excellent; 2nd 
cutting 93%, 90% last week, 84% 2003, 82% avg. Livestock 2% poor, 14% 
fair, 61% good, 23% excellent; Pasture, Range 3% very poor, 11% poor, 33% 
fair, 44% good, 9% excellent. Livestock: Cattle were rated in very good 
condition. Some stocker cattle were being purchased for placement on wheat 
pasture. Cattle marketings were running near average for this time of year. 
Feeder steer, heifer prices were roughly unchanged from last week. Prices for 
feeder steers less than 800 pounds were approximately $115 per cwt. while 
prices for feeder heifers less than 800 pounds were a little over $109 per cw. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 7% very short, 34% 
short, 59% adequate. Subsoil 12% very short, 50% short, 38% adequate. 
Winter wheat 60% planted, 50% 2003, 36% 5- yr avg.; 14% emerged, 21% 
2003, 16% 5- yr avg. Range, Pasture 4% very poor, 18% poor, 36% fair, 40% 
good, 2% excellent. Activities: Relatively nice weather prevailed across most 
of the State last week. High temperatures were mostly seventy across the 
State, but warmer in the North Central, Southwestern, Southeastern areas with 
high temperatures in the eighties. Low temperatures generally ranged in the 
forties, reached mid to high twenties in parts of Eastern, Central State. Most 
counties in Western State reported a nice shower on Friday. in fact, Tillamook, 
Florence received around three inches of rainfall last week, while some areas 
in the Willamette Valley received over an inch of much needed rainfall. Typical 
fall weather allowed producers to continue fall seeding, tillage. Rain late in the 
week slowed fieldwork, especially in westem State. Winter wheat seeding was 
winding down in Sherman County. Fall seeding in the county progressed well 
ahead of average. Fall fertilizer, herbicide applications were being made to 
established grass fields in Marion County. in Washington County, producers 
were busy harvesting corn for silage, planting winter wheat, clover. Wine grape 
harvest continued with some counties nearly finished. Hazelnut harvest 
continued, but was slow in many areas due to the rains during the week. Some 
late apples, pears were picked. Winter pear harvest was complete in the 
Parkdale area. Southern coast cranberry harvest continued with mostly good 
yields reported. Fall shipments to out-of-State markets is beginning, balling of 
evergreens is underway by nurseries. Greenhouses are working with holiday 
plants, moving fall plants to garden centers. Easter Lily growers continue with 
harvest, sorting, shipment of commercial bulbs that will become next year's 
Easter Lilies. Late summer vegetables continued to be harvested. Winter 
squash, pumpkins were plentiful at farmers’ markets, roadside stands 
Tomatoes in Clackamas County were damaged due to rain. Late crops such 
as cauliflower, broccoli will soon be harvested. Harvest of sweet corn for 
processing is winding down in Washington County. Potato harvest was 75% 
complete in Baker County, 55% complete in Kiamath County. Good yields 
were reported. Pastures, rangeland continued a “fall green-up” in many areas 
of the State. Adequate moisture has lead to better pasture re-growth than 
previous fall periods. Although many producers are now supplemental 
feeding, the amount required has been reduced because of improved fall 
pasture feeds. Most cattle are now off higher elevation ranges where freezing 
night time temperatures were common. Livestock were reported in good 
condition throughout the State 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 85% adequate, 15% 
surplus. Fall plowing 69% complete, 39% 2003, 55% avg. Corn 99% dent, 
86% 2003, 92% avg.; 93% mature, 54% 2003, 68% avg.; 49% harvested, 20% 
2003, 28% avg.; 96% silage harvested, 71% 2003, 84% avg.; condition 2% 
very poor, 3% poor, 8% fair, 39% good, 48% excellent. Barley 90% planted, 
51% 2003, 66% avg.; 47% emerged, 24% 2003, 45% avg. Winter wheat 56% 
planted 26% 2003, 42% avg.; 27% emerged, 12% 2003, 25% avg. Soybean 
crop condition 1% very poor, 1% poor, 6% fair, 46% good, 46% excellent; 15% 
harvested, 13% 2003, 12% avg. Potatoes 98% harvested, 87% 2003, 83% 
avg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 78% complete, 51% 2003, 61% avg. Apples 97% 
harvested, 66% 2003, 71% avg. Grapes 75% harvested, 31% 2003, 70% avg. 
Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair, 52% good, 23% 
excellent. Pasture feeds 7% very poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 48% good, 18% 
excellent. Activities Included: Plowing; finishing the last cutting of hay; 
harvesting corn, soybeans; cutting silage; sowing barley, wheat; picking fruit; 
spreading manure, lime and fertilizer; harvesting potatoes and preparing 
equipment for winter weather. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 5.8 . Soil moisture 4% 
short, 80% adequate, 16% surplus. Corn 97% harvested, 98% 2003, 98% 
avg. Peanuts 45% harvested, 42% 2003, 42% avg.; 3% poor, 30% fair, 55% 
good, 12% excellent. Sorghum 90% matured, 88% 2003, 89% avg., 59% 
harvested, 62% 2003, 68% avg.; 25% fair, 74% good, 1% excellent. Cotton 
91% open bolls, 72% 2003, 83% avg., 23% harvested, 9% 2003, 20% avg.; 
4% poor, 36% fair, 55% good, 5% excellent. Pastures 2% poor, 24% fair, 67% 
good, 7% excellent. Soybeans 53% leaves turning color, 63% 2003, 61% 
avg., 21% leaves dropped, 26% 2003, 26% avg., 14% mature, 11% 2003, 13% 
avg., 4% harvested. 2% 2003, 4% avg.; 4% poor, 20% fair, 62% good, 14% 
excellent. Tobacco 90% stalks destroyed, 94% 2003, 92% avg. Apples 73% 
harvested, 80% 2003, 74% avg., 60% fair, 40% good. Pecans 13% harvested, 
14% 2003, 12% avg. Livestock 2% poor, 19% fair, 65% good, 14% excellent. 
Winter Grazing 52% planted, 49% 2003, 46% avg., 32% emerged, 19% 2003, 
29% avg.; 2% poor, 25% fair, 71% good, 2% excellent. Winter Wheat 30% 
planted, 30% 2003, 17% avg, 10% emerged, 12% 2003,8% avg. Barley 28% 
planted, 32% 2003, 28% avg., 17% emerged, 15% 2003, 16% avg. Oats 25% 
planted, 26% 2003, 23% avg., 12% emerged, 13% 2003, 13% avg. Rye 25% 
planted, 25% 2003, 25% avg., 15% emerged, 13% 2003, 14% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 7% very short, 
13% short, 74% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 17% very short, 18% short, 
63% adequate, 2% surplus. Feed supplies 12% very short, 21% short, 62% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Stock water supplies 21% very short, 21% short, 56% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat 87% seeded, 90% 2003, 88% avg. 
Sunflower 9% very poor, 10% poor, 40% fair, 38% good, 3% excellent; 94% 
bracts yellow, 94% 2003, 97% avg.; 65% mature, 86% 2003, 85% avg.; 9% 
harvested, 45% 2003, 34% avg. Soybeans 87% mature, 98% 2003, 95% avg. 
Sorghum 23% harvested-grain, 59% 2003, 41% avg. Cattle condition 3% poor, 
17% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Sheep condition 7% poor, 18% fair, 58% 
good, 17% excellent. Range, Pasture 13% very poor, 23% poor, 34% fair, 
26% good, 4% excellent. Corn silage 93% harvested, 99% 2003, 98% avg. 
Sorghum 87% silage harvested, 99% 2003, 85% avg. Alfalfa hay 11% very 
poor, 14% poor, 35% fair, 32% good, 8% excellent. Alfalfa hay 3 cutting 
harvested 92%, 93% 2003, 92% avg. Warm weather has helped soybean 
harvest to move into full swing, with some farmers postponing corn harvest, 
allowing the crop to dry in the field, reach finai maturity. Activities Included: 
Preparing for fall harvest, combining soybeans, corn, harvesting silage, cutting 
hay, fall tillage, seeding of winter wheat, and caring for livestock. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 15% very short,47% 
short, 38% adequate. Subsoil 11% very short, 37% short, 52% adequate. 
Burley 20% stripped, 19% 2003, 19% avg. Winter Wheat 10% seeded, 13% 
2003, 14% avg. Pastures 2% very poor, 9% poor, 30% fair, 52% good, 7% 
excellent. Farmers took advantage of dry conditions last week to continue 
making excellent progress with crop harvest. However, rain is still needed to 
continue with fall seeding. Producers are awaiting moisture to continue 
seeding winter wheat, stripping tobacco, renovating pastures. Nurseries were 
busy digging plants, but they also need a good general rain to speed up 
progress, for falltransplants. Temperatures averaged slightly above normal for 
the week, while rainfall averaged below normal across the State. 





TEXAS: Agricultural Summary: An upper level trough of low pressure over 
the Southern Rockies moved slowly east to combine with moist air flowing from 
the Gulf of Mexico resulting in more moisture accumulation for most of the 
state. Some areas of the Plains received up to six inches of rainfall, there were 
reports of hail, flooding in isolated areas. Around the state, harvesting, other 
field activities were delayed by the wet conditions. Generally, the Trans Pecos 
was enjoying the precipitation with pastures, native range looking greener than 
had been seen in many years. Rainfall ranged from zero to 12 inches in this 
district. Scattered heavy rains delayed alfalfa harvesting, fall onion, alfalfa 
planting, and damaged some chiles. Drier conditions occurred between San 
Antonio, Waco, and in the Big Bend area. Temperatures remained cool during 
the week, producers were concerned about lack of needed heat units for 
cotton. Winter wheat was progressing well with the moisture. There were a few 
reports of army worm, boll weevil, fire ant activity. Cattle condition was rated 
from good to excellent, with some supplemental feeding due to continuation 
of very wet conditions in isolated areas on the Plains. Small Grains: Early 
planted winter wheat was emerging, benefitted from the rainfall, cool 
temperatures. Wet fields prevented planting of wheat, oats in many districts of 
the state. Some isolated areas of low-lying wheat were drowned out. Corn: 
Wet fields continued to delay harvest on the Panhandle. High winds caused 
lodging in some fields. About one-fourth of the crop remained to be harvested, 
as producers on the Plains, in North Central State waited for the rains to end 
so they could get equipment into the fields. Cotton: Warmer, drier conditions 
were needed to increase the heat unit accumulation. Aerial application of 
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defoliants was the only method available for some mature fields in the Plains, 
where the ground was too wet for equipment access. Ginning slowed until 
harvest could gear up again. Damage from rain storms, hail, colder 
temperatures, delayed harvest may make yields less favorable as autumn 
progresses, unless longer periods of sunshine arrive. Cotton condition 76% 
normal, 51% 2003. Sorghum: Harvest was delayed by rains in the Plains for 
most of the week. Maturity remained behind the five-year average primarily 
due to cooler, wetter conditions. Harvest was completed in most of the other 
regions. Peanuts: Harvest was delayed by rain in areas of the Southem Plains, 
South State, Central State. Peanut condition 77% normal, 84% 2003.Rice: The 
Upper Coast and East State received needed rainfall, more than 4 inches in 
some places, reducing the shortage of soil moisture, benefitting the ratoon 
crop which is expected to begin harvest next month. Commercial Vegetables, 
Fruit, Pecans In the San Antonio-Winter Garden region, rains halted most field 
work until later in the week, when some vegetable planting resumed. Cabbage 
progressed well, harvesting began this week. Spinach planting is expected to 
begin next week. In the Rio Grande Valley, fall planting continued. Early 
planted vegetable crops were progressing well. In the Plains region, pumpkin 
harvest was delayed by rainstorms. Pecans: Pecan harvest continued around 
the rain in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, South Central State, Edwards 
Plateau. Pecans were reported beginning to open, but not shedding yet in the 
Trans-Pecos region. Range, Livestock: Range, pastures were rated from good 
to excellent in most parts of the State. Cattle body condition was rated from 
good to excellent around the state. Very little supplemental feeding was 
reported. Stock ponds benefitted from the rainfall across most of the state, with 
some ponds receiving damage from excess water accumulation this week. 





UTAH: Days suitable for field work 7. Subsoil 20% very short, 38% short, 
42% adequate, 0% surplus. Irrigation Water Supplies 38% very short, 39% 
short, 23% adequate, 0% surplus. Winter wheat 88% planted for harvest next 
year, 58% 2003, 73% avg.; 61% emerged, 29% 2003, 34% avg.; condition 
4% very poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 5% excellent. Oats 100% 
harvested (grain), 100% 2003, 100% avg. Com 97% dent, 100% 2003, 92% 
avg.; 75% mature, 92% 2003, 72% avg.; 25% harvested (grain), 21% 2003, 
12% avg.; 93% silage harvested (silage), 98% 2003, 90% avg.; condition 0% 
very poor, 2% poor, 18% fair, 63% good, 17% excellent. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 
100%, 100% 2003, 99% avg.; 4th cutting 78%, 85% 2003, 70% avg. Alfalfa 
seed 68% harvested, 77% 2003, 66% avg. Onions 93% harvested, 89% 2003, 
87% avg. Dry beans 79% harvested, 100% 2003, 89% avg. Cattle, calves 
moved from summer range 65% , 57% 2003, 68% avg. Cattle, calves condition 
0% very poor, 1% poor, 18% fair, 70% good, 11% excellent. Sheep, lambs 
moved from summer range 61%, 63% 2003, 73% avg. Sheep condition 0% 
very poor, 2% poor, 15% fair, 79% good, 4% excellent. Stock water supplies 
23% very short, 35% short, 42% adequate, 0% surplus. Apples 79% 
harvested, 71% 2003, 73% avg. The state experienced warm days, cool nights 
this past week.. Weather has been near-perfect for seeding of fall grains, late 
season crop harvesting. Late season crops continue to be harvested 
Conditions for winter wheat have been almost perfect, with cooler 
temperatures, scattered moisture. Producers are continuing with fall field 
work. Range ,pasture conditions improved slightly due to scattered showers 
and cooler temperatures. Higher elevations continue to receive snow 
Animals were being pulled off of summer range, moved to fall pastures. Hot 
days, cool nights had some producers worried about pneumonia, especially 
dairy producers with new born calves. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 5% short, 75% 
adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 5% short, 80% adequate, 13% 
surplus. Most of the Commonwealth was rain free this week, making it a great 
week for fieldwork. The average temperature dropped significantly from 67° 
to a more normal 59°, with nighttime lows in the 40s. Farmers have been busy 
harvesting their crops. Corn harvested for grain has been somewhat delayed 
due to limited deliveries being accepted at storage facilities. The peanut 
harvest is in full swing with most of the peanuts in good to excellent condition. 
Farmers are completing their last cutting of hay, with most of this hay in good 
to excellent quality. Activities Included: Harvesting apples, spreading lime, 
sampling soils, applying fertilizer, and planting small grains. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork was 6.1. Topsoil 4% very short, 
26% short, 70% adequate. Subsoil 2% very short, 33% short, and 65% 
adequate. Irrigation water supply 4% short, 96% adequate. The highest 
temperature in the state was 85° in Walla Walla. The lowest temperature in the 
state was 30° in Deer Park, Republic. Winter wheat 86% planted, 66% 
emerged. Spring wheat 100% harvested. Potatoes 83% harvested. Corn 
conditions 2% fair, 91% good, 7% excellent; 70% harvested for silage 
harvested, 30% harvested for grain. Dry edible beans 85% harvested. Winter 
wheat was reported as looking good in most areas with emergence conditions 
ideal. Also, some winter wheat was aided by sporadic rains received 


throughout the state. Corn silage harvest was wrapping up in a few areas on 
the west side with good quality, yields being reported. U-cut Christmas tree 
growers were grooming fields for harvest. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 100% 
complete. Hay, other roughage supplies 1% very short, 4% short, 88% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Range, pasture feeds 5% very poor, 14% poor, 40% 
fair, 41% good. Cattle producers continued to move their cattle to late fall 
pastures. Our largest fruit producing county continued it's apple harvest under 
ideal conditions with weather conducive to good fruit size, great color 
development. Sweet corn and carrot harvests continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 
17% short, 81% adequate, 1% 2003, 1% short, 89% adequate, 10% surpius. 
Corn conditions 3% poor, 15% fair, 51% good, 31% excellent; 83% mature, 
58% 2003, 74% 5-yr avg.; 42% harvested, 12% 2003, 25% 5-yr avg. 
Soybeans conditions 1% poor, 10% fair, 46% good, 43% excellent; 97% 
dropping leaves, 91% 2003, 90% 5-yr avg.; 26% harvested, 18% 2003, 27% 
5-yr avg. Wheat 27% planted, 62% 2003, 41% 5-yr. avg.; 24% emerged, 35% 
2003. The 5-yr avg is not available. Hay 3rd cutting 64% The 2003 and 5-yr. 
avg. were not available. Apple harvest 73% complete, 72% 2003, 5-yr. avg. 
was not available. Cattle, calves 1% poor, 11% fair, 82% good, 6% excellent. 
Sheep, lambs 7% fair, 82% good, 11% excellent. Activities Included: Marketing 
calves, lambs, cleaning, repairing equipment, harvesting com, silage, 
completing apple and hay harvests. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil 12% very short, 41% 
short, 46% adequate, 1% surplus. For the first time this growing season, a 
hard frost was reported state-wide. Reports in the northem parts of the state 
indicated that frost stopped the growing season. Southern areas of the state 
reported frost, but with varying amounts of crop damage. Low temperatures 
reached the 20's and low 30's last week. The Green Bay area received over 
an inch of rain this past week, while the rest of the state reported less than an 
inch. The western half of the state is experiencing adequate to short soil 
moisture conditions. The eastern half of the state is experiencing more short 
to very short soil moisture conditions. The corn crop growing season was 
halted with the frost. Harvest has started in most areas of the state. However, 
the pace is still behind last year, the 5-year average. The northem parts of the 
state reported that high moisture corn harvesting has started. In the 
southwestern, central parts of the state, harvest is in full swing. Good yields 
have been reported in many of these areas. After the frost, silage harvest has 
been accelerated. The southwestern part of the state is close to completion, 
with reports of good quantity, quality of silage. The rest of the state reported 
mixed silage quality. Soybean harvest in the northern part of the state is 
moving slowly. Central, southern portions of the state have reported rapid 
drying of soybeans over the past two weeks. Harvest has increased in these 
areas, with good yields reported. Fourth crop hay harvest has continued this 
week. Dry conditions in the central part of the state may limit the amount of 
quality hay. Fall tillage has started across the state. The central part of the 
state reported that tillage is ahead of normal. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for field work 6.2. Topsoil supplies 21% very 
short, 39% short, 40% adequate. Winter wheat 95% planted, 99% 2003, 98% 
5-yr avg.; 84% emerged, 96% 2003, 94% 5-yr avg.;condition 30% fair, 66% 
good, 4% excellent. Corn 93% dent, 97% 2003, 99% 5-yr avg.; 38% mature, 
90% 2003, 89% 5-yr avag.; 0% harvested, 45% 2003, 15% 5-yr avg.; 93% 
harvested for silage, 97% 2003, 97% 5-yr avg.; condition 4% very poor, 6% 
poor, 27% fair, 63% good. Sugarbeets 21% harvested, 36% 2003, 33% 5-yr 
avg. condition 4% very poor, 7% poor, 12% fair, 72% good, 5% excellent. Dry 
beans 88% windrowed, 96% 2003, 98% 5-yr avg.; 60% combined, 86% 2003, 
89% 5-yr avg.;condition 1% very poor, 2% poor, 23% fair, 72% good, 2% 
excellent. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 53%, 87% 2003, 86% 5-yr avg. Livestock 
condition 19% fair, 80% good, 1% excellent. Range, pasture feeds 38% very 
poor, 23% poor, 17% fair, 18% good, 4% excellent. Hay and roughage 
supplies 4% very short, 26% short, 70% adequate. Temperatures averaged 
mostly above normal. Temperatures ranged from 0.7 degrees below normal 
in Archer to 7.6 degrees above normal in Cody. The highest temperature was 
79 degrees in Sundance, while the lowest temperature was 24 degrees in Big 
Piney. No significant precipitation was reported except in the Southeast. The 
most precipitation fell in Cheyenne with 0.33 inches and Archer and Laramie 
with 0.29 inches. 
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Figure 1. Weekly SST departure (°C) for the week centered on September 29, 2004 The SST departures 
are computed with respect to the 1971-2000 base period means. 


Synopsis: Warm-episode conditions are expected to continue into early 2005 


Positive sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies greater than 
+0.5°C persisted in the central and western equatorial Pacific 
(Nifio 4 and Nifio 3.4 regions), and expanded eastward into 
the eastern equatorial Pacific (Nifio 3 region) during 
September 2004. By the end of the month, positive SST 
anomalies greater than +0.5°C (~1°F) were between 155°E 
and | 10° W, with anomalies greater than +1°C extending from 
160°E eastward to 120°W (Fig. 1). The increase and eastward 
expansion of the area of anomalous warmth in the central 
equatorial Pacific during July-September indicate the early 
stages of a warm (El Nifio) episode. Through the end of 
September, conditions were not yet indicative of a basin-wide 
El Nifio, particularly due to the presence of below-average 
SSTs in the far eastern equatorial Pacific between 95°W and 
the South American coast. 


Through most of 2004, MJO activity has resulted in 
week-to-week and month-to-month variability in many 
atmospheric and oceanic indices. In the past few months, the 
warmth in the central equatorial Pacific has supported 
eastward shifts of enhanced convection associated with the 
convectively active phase of the Madden-Julian Oscillation 
(MJO) across the western equatorial Pacific. This activity has 
been associated with periods of weaker-than-average 
easterlies that initiated eastward-propagating oceanic Kelvin 
waves, which contributed to a deeper-than-average oceanic 
thermocline and an increase in surface and subsurface 
temperature anomalies in the central and eastern equatorial 
Pacific. 


The NOAA operational definition for El Nifio [Oceanic Nifio 
Index (ONI), a 3-month running mean of the Nifio 3.4 index, 
greater than or equal to +0.5°C] was satisfied for the period 
June-August 2004, with an ONI value of +0.7°C. Based on 
the recent evolution of oceanic and atmospheric conditions 


and on a majority of the statistical and coupled model 
forecasts, it seems most likely that SST anomalies in the Nifio 
3.4 region will remain positive, at or above +0.5°C, through 
early 2005 


Expected global impacts include drner-than-average 
conditions over Indonesia (through early 2005), northern and 
northeastern Australia (November 2004-February 2005), and 
southeastern Africa (November 2004-March 2005). If the 
warming in the tropical Pacific should strengthen and spread 
eastward to the South American coast, then 
wetter-than-average conditions can be expected in coastal 
sections of Ecuador and northern Peru during the first few 
months of 2005, and drier-than-average conditions can be 
expected to develop in the eastern Amazon late this year and 


spread to northeast Brazil during February through April 
2005 


El Nifio wintertime impacts over the United States vary 
considerably, depending on the character (distribution and 
intensity) of the warming in the tropical Pacific. Composite 
impacts for selected ranges of the ONI for El Nifio episodes 
since 1950 show that the areal extent of warmer-than-average 
(wetter-than-average) conditions increases across the northern 
(southern) United States, as the strength of El Nifio increases. 
The current warming in the tropical Pacific is expected to 
continue through the upcoming winter, with models 
indicating an ONT in the range of +0.5°C to +1.4°C. Thus, the 
winter outlook for the United States is a blend of the 
composite impacts for comparable historical El Nifio episodes 
and the effects of long-term trends. Warmer-than-average 
conditions are expected in the West and northern Plains, 
while cooler and wetter-than-average conditions are expected 
for portions of the South and Southeast. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 





EUROPE: Across France and northern Europe, rain boosted topsoil 
moisture for winter crop germination and establishment, while 
elsewhere in Europe, mostly warm, dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting and late winter grain and oilseed planting. 


FSU-WESTERN: Dry weather prevailed in Ukraine and the 
Southern Region in Russia, helping fieldwork for corn, sunflower, and 
sugar beet harvesting and winter wheat planting. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: In Russia, unseasonably warm, dry weather 
helped spring grain harvesting in Siberia, while light to moderate 
showers slowed fieldwork in the Urals Region. 

CANADA: Harvesting progressed well across the Prairies. 


MEXICO: In eastern and southern Mexico, widespread showers 
continued to maintain favorable soil moisture for coffee, sugarcane, 


SOUTH ASIA: Beneficial showers continued in southern India, but 
flooding rains returned to Bangladesh and eastern India. 


AUSTRALIA: Showers were sparse across the country, limiting 
moisture supplies for winter grains and recently planted summer 
crops. 


EASTERN ASIA: Dry weather prevailed throughout China and the 
Korean peninsula, favoring harvesting, while Typhoon Ma-on struck 
central Japan, damaging crop areas near the coast. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Dry weather in Thailand favored rice 
maturation and early harvesting, while heavy showers in southern 
Vietnam and the central Philippines caused some flooding. 


BRAZIL: Persistent, unseasonable dryness slowed crop development 
in most coffee and soybean areas. 


and immature corn. 
ARGENTINA: Rain improved summer crop planting prospects. 





From England and France eastward to Poland and Slovakia, light to 
moderate rain (5-15 mm or more) boosted topsoil moisture for 
winter grain and oilseed germination and establishment. The 
heaviest rain (10-40 mm) fell in northern and central France, where 
topsoils were becoming dry. The rain slowed summer crop 
harvesting. Moderate rain (10-30 mm) boosted topsoil moisture 
for winter crops in Portugal and northwestern Spain. Dry weather 
covered the rest of Spain, Italy, and southeastern Europe (Hungary 
and Slovenia southward), aiding summer crop harvesting and late 
winter crop planting. However, rain is necded across northern Italy 
and Spain to ensure adequate winter crop germination and 
establishment. Temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above 
normal across most of Europe and near normal across England and 
extreme southeastern Europe. 
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FSU-WESTERN 
High pressure dominated most of the region, helping 
fieldwork for corn, sunflower, and sugar beet harvesting 
and winter wheat planting. Reports from Ukraine as of 
October 7 indicated that com, sunflowers, and sugar 
beets were 12, 70, and 47 percent harvested, 
respectively. Winter wheat was 88 percent planted. 
Rain was needed in southeastern Ukraine for winter 
wheat germination and establishment. In Russia, 
reports as of October 5 indicated that corn, sunflowers, 
and sugar beets were 16, 39, and 45 percent harvested, 
respectively. Rain was needed for winter wheat 
germination and establishment in the Southern Region 
where dry weather has persisted since the middle of 
September. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 
degrees C above normal in Belarus and the western 
Ukraine, and {| to 3 degrees C below normal in eastern 
a Ukraine and the Volga and Southern Regions in Russia. 
aN \ soutmen \ QO WESTERN FSU Late in the week, minimum temperatures fell at or 
4 \ “i er he ee Aon) slightly below freezing (-3 to 0 degrees C) as far south as 
’ ee ne lie the northern tip of the Southern Region in Russia, 
SI SE as ae ending the 2004 prowing season. The freeze occurred 
ee. Pg Ce )4O~ ; around typical dates and had minimal impact on mature 
CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA = UU A ) crops in Belarus, generally dry weather helped iate 
season fieldwork for summer crop harvesting and winter 
grain planting. Reports from Belarus as of October 5 
indicated that the winter wheat crop was 97 percent 
planted. 
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spring grain harvesting after last week's cold, snowy 
weather. However, a mixture of rain and snow (10- 
40 mm or mote of liquid equivalent) in the Urals Region 
hampered fieldwork. Weekly temperatures averaged | 
to 3 degrees C below normal in the Urals Region and 3 to 
6 degrees C above normal in Siberia. Reports from 
Russia as of October 5 indicated that about 90 percent of 
the grain crop was harvested. In cotton areas of Central 
Asia, dry weather favored cotton harvesting, while near- 
to slightly above-normal temperatures favored boll 
maturation and opening 
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“CANADA 





Across the Prairies, mostly dry weather promoted spring crop 
harvesting, which has reportedly been progressing well after a sluggish 
start, Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above normal, as an 
eatly-week hard freeze gave way to a warming trend (highs in the 
middle 20s degrees C in most areas) that began just a few days later. 
Mostly dry, warmer-than-normal weather also dominated eastern 
Canada, although a season-ending freeze (temperatures of -2 degrees C 
or lower) covered much of Quebec. 
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MEXICO . 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
CCT 3 - 2004 


__ MEXICO 


In eastern and southern Mexico, widespread showers (25-75 mm o1 


more) maintained favorable soil moisture for coffee, sugarcane, and 
immature corm. Livhter rain (10-25 mm) across the main corn belt 


mm) extended into the lower Rio Grande River Valley, aiding pastures 
and increasing utigation supplies. Temperatures averaged | to 3 
degrees C above normal across Mexico. 
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SOUTH ASIA 

The southwest monsoon continued its seasonal withdrawal from the 
region, resulting in favorably drier weather in most crop areas of 
Pakistan and northwestern India, and a continuation of beneficial 
showers over much of southern and west-central India. The southern 
raintall was especially welcomed for immature cotton and oilseeds in 
previously dry sections of Andhra Pradesh. [n contrast, pockets of 
unseasonabie rain lingered in southern Pakistan, possibly causing 
additional problems for maturing catton. In the east, a tropical cyclone 
brought mundating rain (100-200 mm, locally exceeding 400 mm) to 
rice areas of eastern India and Bangladesh, renewing flooding and 
likely causing some damage to unharvested rice. 
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AUSTRALIA 


> 


Following 3 consecutive weeks of relatively dry weather, tight showers 
(2-8 mm) retuned to Western Australia, moistening topsoils for 
reproductive to filling winter grains. Farther east, mostly dry weather 
(generally fess than 3 mm) prevailed across South Australia, Victoria, 
New South Wales, and Queensland. The dry weather limited moisture 
supplies for reproductive to filling winter grains in the south, and further 
reduced irrigation supplies for recently planted summer crops in the 
north. Nevertheless, the dry weather aided winter wheat and baricy 
maturation in the north, Temperatures in major winter grain and 
summer crop areas were generally seasonable. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Mostly dry weather prevailed in Thailand as rice continued to mature 
and limited harvesting was underway. Showers (10-350 mm) slightly 
delayed coffee harvesting in central Vietnam, while heavy showers 
(over S0 mm) maintained seasonably high water levels. Heavy showers 
(30-400 mai) throughout the central Philippines slowed harvesting. 
Rainfall was heaviest (over 200 mm) in peninsular Thailand, with less 
amounts in Malaysia and Indonesia. The rain mamtained moisture 
supplies for oil palm and other plantation crops 
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Dry, warmer weather (1-7 degrees C above normal) throughout 
Manchuria favored crep maturation and harvesting. Elsewhere in 
China, dry, generally seasonable temperatures provided ideal harvest 
Additionally, the 
weather favored winter wheat planting. Typhoon Ma-on struck central 
Japan with winds of 110 knots and over 200 mm of rainfall. Mosi 
damage was confined to coastal areas, with some damage to 
unharvested rice in the area. According to the Meteorological Agency 
of Japan, this is the record eighth typhoon to affect the country. The 
previous record was six typhoons in 1990. The Korean peninsula 
remained dry, benefiting rice harvesting. 





conditions for cotton, rice. comm, and soybeans. 
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Generally light. scattered showers (10-25 mm or more) 
fell across major agricultural areas of Brazil’s center- 
south. While improving local moisture reserves for 
coffee and soybeans, especially in Sao Paulo and 
southern growing areas of Minas Gerais, a widespread, 
soaking rain 1s still required in most areas to 
significantly improve prospects for coffee flowering 
and soybean germination. Heavier showers (25- 
50 mm or more) were recorded in soybean areas of the 
northeastern interior centered around northern 
Tocantins. Mato Grosso, Brazil’s leading soybean 
producer, has received scant rain so far this season, 
reducing the potential for carly soybean planting that 
has been possible tn recent years. According to 
independent analysts in Brazil, soybean planting was 
underway. 





_ ARGENTINA 
Much- needed rain (10-25 mm, cally exce ceeding 
S50 mm) swept across primary pie areas of central 
Argentina, boosting topsoil moisture for summer crop 
germination and helping to stabilize immature winter 
wheat 


However, pockets of dryness continued in 
outlying crop areas of the northeast {notably central 
Santa Fe and Entre Rios}. and additional moisture will 
be needed to ensure even germination. Dry weather 
also retumed to the northern agricultural region. 
promoting seasonal fieldwork that included cotton 
planting, following last week’s beneficial rain. Near- 
to above-normal temperatures spurred rapid 
germination. According to Argentina’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, sunseed and corn were 14 and 26 percent 
planted, respectively, as of October 9, compared with 
last season’s pace of about 30 percent complete for 
both crops. These figures reflect the greater impact of 
this season’s dryness when compared with last year’s 
drought-delayed plantings. 
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